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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of the important things which sets Central Park apart from so many other parks,
which simply grew on their sites, is the fact that, despite the great size, it was
the result of a carefully laid-out plan. Neot merely content to have their plan win
in competition, Olmsted and Vaux literally lived with it. During construction they
moved their families:-into a building at the northern end of the park. In this way
they were able to build creatively, always ready to modify it to achieve the best
results as new conditions arose on the site, Their imaginations were constantly

challenged to take advantage of the functional and aesthetic possibilities as they
arose,

It has been said that Central Park literally brought the open country into the heart
of the City, Confronted with a squatters' town of some three hundred hovels set in
an open plain interspersed with out-croppings of rock, swamps and meandering
waterways, Olmsted and Vaux created their masterful and influential landscape design.
They not only introduced such features as mounds and lakes; they also embellished
natural features already present such as rock to further enhance the scene. The end
result was romantic and picturesque in the extreme and needed only such naturalistic
touches as sheep grazing in a meadow, swans gliding on a pond, rustic trellised
arbors and stone arches. All structures, they felt, should blend harmoniously with
this natural setting and for this reason bridges and buildings whether of stone,
wood, or iron were made intentionally picturesque in the best Victorian tradition.

The creation of the park as an artistic masterpiece had to be laid on a firm
functional foundation. It was first necessary to construct a drainage system,

95 miles in length, which channelled the underground streams, carried off excess
surface water, and allowed fresh water from the reservoir to flow into the lakes.
Confronted with the problem of reconciling five different types of circulation
which cross. and recross each other at different levels, Olmsted and Vaux met the
challenge with great originality and imagination. These five elements of
circulation include: footpaths, bridle paths, carriage drives, waterways and the
functionally effective sunken transverse roads. Extending a park up the heart of
the City for some 50 blocks (approximately 2-1/2 miles) would of necessity require
that transverse roads be permitted to cross it at stated intervals. This problem
was solved by depressing these roads considerably beneath the general surface of
the park so that no one walking in the park was aware of the east-west traffic
rumbling along below it. This was not a completely original idea as such, there
having been other precedents for it.

Considering that these transverse roads were built for carriages, carts and drays,
people today are amazed at the foresight of those who conceived this feature which
serves the heavy flow of motor traffic so well, Picturesque serpentine carriage
drives, which discouraged the racing of trotters, ran primarily north and south.
They crossed unobtrusively over the transverse roads on bridges which were scarcely
noticed by the carriages drawn by horses which were a conspicuous feature of the
afternoon drive when New Yorkers turned out in force to see and be seen.

(continued)
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Some of the many footpaths which laced the park in all directions followed the drives
at certain points so that the pedestrian could also have a good view of the passing
parade. A series of handsome arches of brick, stone and iron permitted the pedestrian
to pass under the drives without crossing them and likewise to pass over the inde-
pendent but interlacing system of bridle paths which they crossed at various points.

The waterways, whether lakes or streams, are traversed at various points by bridges
for the pedestrian permitting the rowboat on the lake to pass unimpeded over the
water. Today the functional plan of the park remains so effective that one barely
thinks of it-—-an unconscious tribute to the mastery of the overall design of Olmsted
and Vaux.

Among the structures which blend most harmoniously with the site are the bridges which
carry the east and west drives over the transverse roads, the footpaths over lakes,
and the smaller bridges or arches which generally carry the footpaths over the bridle
paths or the drives over footpaths. These are constructed of a wide range of
materials including wood, rough-faced stonework, dressed stonework, brick, and even
cast iron. Of those bridges which exemplify the materials mentioned above are some
which are more or less typical of the approximately 50 bridges and arches in the park
today: the wood footbridges at the Ramble, the bold faced, picturesque stone archway
known as the Glen Span at the entrance to the Ravine, the rather formal Trefoil Arch
of dressed stonework at the eastern end of the Lake, which passes under the East
Drive, and the Willowdell Arch of brick trimmed with stone, east of The Mall, which
also passes under the East Drive. Several extremely handsome cast-iron bridges also
adorn the park, most notable of which is the recently restored Bow Bridge with its
wide low span which crosses the Lake at mid-point. These arches and bridges are an
important part of that planning which makes circulation in the park so safe and so
attractive.

The twenty gates in the wall around Central Park were dedicated to the people of

New York City. The gates were named in 1862 by the Park Commissioners honoring:
Artists, Merchants, Scholars, Cultivators (changed to Farmers), Warriors, Mariners,
Engineers, Hunters, Fishermen, Woodmen, Miners, Explorers (changed to Pioneers),
Inventors, Foreigners (changed to Strangers), Boys, Girls, Women, Children, and All
Saints. Basically simple openings in the wall, the gates do not emphasize architecture
at the expense of landscape.

(continued)
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The Mall and the Terrace, also called the Esplanade, were an integral part of the
original Greensward Plan. Stretching across the lower section of the park.from

65th Street to 73rd Street, it is the one formal element in an otherwide picturesque
plan. The Mall, which was planted with four rows of elm trees, was planned so that
its vista would terminate with a view of the Belvedere. The physical termination
point of the Mall as one walks northward is the Esplanade or Terrace, constructed in
two levels, at the lower edge of the Lake. The pedestrian can choose one of two

ways to descend to the lower Terrace: either by crossing the roadway and using one
of two wide flights of stairs lined with impressive carved railings; or by descending
through the gallery and arcade beneath the roadway. At both levels the Terrace is
outlined by piers and balustrades of carved Albert freestone. The imaginative
detailing of stylized foliation and birds was designed by Jacob Wrey Mould in keeping
with Victorian prototype. The ceiling of the gallery is lined with colored Minton
tiles.

The dominant feature of the lower Terrace is the Bethesda Fountain, designed by

Emma Stebbins. A large bronze figure of the Angel of the Waters rises above a basin
supported on a pedestal carved with four youthful figures representing Health,
Purity, Temperance and Peace.

Olmsted and Vaux felt strongly that any buildings in the park should serve a
secondary function--the landscape and the preservation of the natural setting being
their foremost considerations. At the same time, they designed a number of
structures which enhanced the appearance of'Fhe park. In the text for "Greensward,"
their winning plan for the park, they said: ... we conceive that all such archi-
tectural structures should be confessedly subservient to the main idea, and that
nothing artificial should be obtruded in view as an ultimatum of interest. The idea
of the park itself should always be uppermost in the mind of the beholder."

Calvert Vaux was trained as an architect in England and came to this country to work
for Andrew Downing, the landscape architect whose writings popularized the Italian
villa style and the planned environment. Vaux's interest in landscaping grew out of
this association. To him was entrusted the design of many of the park's structures
after he and Olmsted were appointed park architects. Jacob Wrey Mould, who had also
been born and trained as an architect in England, began assisting Vaux in the design
of park structures about 1858. Vaux is generally credited with the overall designs
for the buildings and for many of the bridges, while Mould has been credited with
the elegant details of the cast-iron bridges and with the refinements of the
Terrace.

(continued)
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The park buildings were generally designed in the Victorian Gothic style, built of

red brick trimmed with stone and surmounted by steeply pitched roofs. Those structures
built of cast iron made excellent use of that material, being light and graceful in
form and enhanced by delicate detail. Although many schemes for buildings in the

park have been proposed over the years, most of them have fortunately not been
realized. The actual number of buildings in the park remains relatively small,

and a number of the original Vaux and Mould structures of the 1860's and 1870's
remain standing, although many were willfully destroyed through conscious neglect.

Sculpture has also found its way into the park. The 19th-century residents of the
City, who loved monuments, felt that the park was an appropriate place for them.
Works by such noted sculptors as Augustus St. Gaudens, John Quincy Adams Ward,
Olin Levi Warner, Daniel Chester French and Paul Manship, as well as many others,
can be found in the Park.

Many modern additions of playgrounds and fields have altered the original plan.
Neglect has caused the disappearance of species of trees, landscape elements and
park buildings. The staff of gardeners and assistants, always inadequate, gradually
dwindled to nothing and it is only recently that any maintenance staff has been
permanently assigned to the park. From 1934 the Park Department no longer had a
landscape architect. The most serious invasion of the park took the form of gifts,
several were personal memorials. The most intrusive of these is the Wollman Skating
Rink and the Loula D. Lasker Pool-Rink.

Plans are now underway to reconstruct the Woolman Rink into a more naturalistic
form. The process of restoring the landscape features is hampered by a chronic lack
of funding. The southeastern area is at least being studied for restoration and a
landscape architect is currently employed by the Parks Department. Despite changes,
Central Park remains a notable example of Olmsted and Vaux's landscape design, con-
tributing as much to the City and its people today as it did in its earliest years.
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Central Park occupies a prominent position in the history of the park movement in
the United States because it dramatized the need for, and gave an impetus to, the
Nation's urban park movement.

In the 1840's farsighted citizens of New York began a movement to develop a large
park in the heart of the rapidly expanding city. Two of the leaders of this move-
‘ment were Andrew Jackson Downing, America's first great professional landscape
gardener, and William Cullen Bryant, the poet and editor.

. From 1851 when the city was authorized to buy land for the park, until 1857, the
park was under 'City control. 1In 1857, because of mismanagement an independent park
commission was established.

Appointment of Frederick Law Olmsted as superintendent of Central Park in the fall
of 1857 marked a turning point in the park's development. Olmsted and his business
partner, Calvert Vaux, the English born landscape architect, entered a plan in the
competition for a park design in 1858. Their design won first prize, and, shortly
after, Olmsted became the park's chief architect and Vaux consulting architect for
the park.

This prize-winning design reflected the influence of the close contact which these
men had with Downing. It decreed that the park should have a natural or forest
atmosphere and that all architectural features should be subordinated to that
premise. The idea of a natural area immediately appealed to the people, and in
1859 the park was extended to 110th Street. By 1866, most of the park had been

completed. History

Central Park was the first large-scale public park in the nation that was designed
and constructed according to a plan. It was to be a place where all people could
find physical relief from the pressures of an urban society.

As New York City was transformed under the impact of the Industrial Revolution and
massive immigration from Europe during the first half of the 19th century, the short-
comings of the grid plan became evident. Little provision for new squares, or parks
was made and the green spaces that were created were either for private use, such as
Gramercy Park and St. John's Park, or were cemeteries and converted graveyards like
Washington Square.

(continued)
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In the 1840's, after the cholera and malaria epidemics of the 1830's, a serious

campaign was begun to create a park to benefit all the people of New York. One

of the earliest and most influential leaders in this campaign was William Cullen
Bryant, the powerful journalist who began to write editorials in favor of a park
in his newspaper, the New York Evening Post, on July 3, 1844.

Another important voice that called for the establishment of a park was Andrew
Jackson Downing, the Hudson River landscape architect and author who was inter-
nationally recognized for his books and for his creative landscaping. Downing's
proposal which appeared in The Horticulturist in August 1851 was more ambitious
then Bryant's suggestion of using Jones' Woods along the East River between 68th
and 77th Streets. Downing advocated the creation of a central park of at least
500 acres surrounding the receiving reservoir of the Croton Water Works near

80th Street. Today, the Great Lawn occupies the site of that old reservoir.

The creation of a park had been an issue in Ambrose C. Kingsland's winning mayoralty
campaign of 1850. On April 5, 1851, he sent a letter to the Common Council urging
that land be set aside for a park. Three months later a bill was introduced in the
State Legislature which allowed the City to acquire the land at Jones' Wood as a
park. Opposition arose from real estate developers and the Board of Aldermen chose
a more central tract of land extending from 59th to 106th Streets between Fifth and
Eighth Avenues. Even though the statute which made Jones' Woods the site of the
park was still valid, the State government authorized the City to begin acquisition
of the Central Park area. An addition extending Central Park north to 110th Street
was made in 1859 when it was discovered that the rocky terrain was too rough to
develop profitably according to the inflexible grid plan.

It was not until the financial panic of 1857 that major work was begun. Thousands
of men were unemployed at this time when the state of affairs within the City was
unsettled. During the year, a number of civil disturbances had erupted. Mayor
Fernando Wood used the construction of the park as the safety valve that would
release the pressure on his administration, providing Wood with a source for
thousands of jobs.

In 1857, Egbert L. Viele was appointed Chief Engineer and charged with laying out
the park. His topographical study of Manhattan Island became a classic of its type,
serving as a primary source for locating hidden and forgotten features of the island.
It was to Viele that Frederick Law Olmsted reported after he had been elected
Superintendent of the Park on September 11, 1857. Olmsted, at that time under the
authority of Viele, was in charge of policing the park, seeing that its regulations
were enforced, and that the work of clearing the area was carried out. He had a
background in engineering,which he had studied for two-and-a-half years with

(continued)
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Frederick A. Barton. His involvement in scientific farming in Owego, New York, and
while living on Staten Island, his classic studies of the southern states for the
New York Times, and his travels through Europe had stimulated his interest in land-
scape architecture and its role in urban development.

The Park Commission announced a public competition for a design for the park in
October. It was then that Calvert Vaux, an architect who had worked with A. J.
Downing, approached Olmsted and suggested that they submit a plan together.
Olmsted had first met Vaux through Downing and was undoubtedly familiar with the
work he had done with Downing on the Smithsonian Institution and the Capitol at
Washington, D.C. Olmsted was initially hesitant wishing to speak first with Viele
to find out whether he had any objections. When Viele indicated that it did not
matter to him if Olmsted entered the competition, Vaux and Olmsted began their
collaboration. They annonymously submitted their design, entitled, "Greensward,"
and were awarded first prize in April 1858. Olmsted was® appointed Architect-in-
Chief of the new park, and Vaux became Assistant to the Architect-in-Chief.

The concept of Central Park as envisioned by these two men is the result of certain
ideas and attitudes about man's relationship to Nature and the City and the effects
that they have upon him. The park not only incorporates certain landscape traditioms,
but it also reflects the intellectual climate in which it was conceived. The rise
of Transcendentalism as a force in American intellectural life under the philosophy
of Ralph Waldo Emerson had contributed greatly to a native literature and painting
which had its roots in the 1820's. Olmsted and Vaux were not members of any
particular sect or philosophical school, but they did share with their contemporaries
a belief in the salutary effect of Nature upon man; that is, that the future

health of society and of our cities depended on the spiritual health of the people
which could be insured by re-establishing their link with Nature that had been
broken by the rapid growth and industrialization of urban centers.

Olmsted's design decreed that the park should have a rural nature and that all
architectural and engineering features should be subordinated to that premise.
That fresh concept governed the development of Central Park, and the idea sub-
sequently became basic in the growth of the urban park movement in the United States.

By October 1858, under Olmsted's supervision, 2,500 men labored in the park. Paths,
roads, bridges, lakes and planting were all well underway before winter slowed the
work. During 1859, Olmsted greatly advanced the development of the park, so much so
that the public became quickly enraptured with its new possession. Thousands of
people began to enjoy the park's benefits--not only the rural atmosphere, but also
the paths, bridle trails, band concerts, and in winter, ice skating. And in 1859
the park was extended to 110th Street, although the city did not acquire the land
until 1863. By 1866, most of the park had been completed and it was estimated that

an average of 20,000 people visited the park every day. The city had spent
(continued)
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$9,750,000 on the park but as an investment it had proved itself. The assessed
property values of the land surrounding the park had increased by $34,600,000 to
$61,000,000, and the city had received an increased $1,000,000 in tax revenues.

Olmsted, who had already resigned from and then rejoined the park several times,
remained associated with Central Park until 1878, when politicians brought an end
to his long and beneficial influence upon the rural retreat. Vaux remained in
New York, serving as Landscape Architect to the Park Department from 1881 to 1883
and again from 1888 until he drowned in Gravesend Bay in 1895.

By 1873 it was estimated that four to five million trees, shrubs and vines had been
planted. Only 42 species of trees were found growing on the park site prior to the
clearing, by 1873 there were 402 species of deciduous trees and shrubs, 149 non-
coniferous evergreens and American plants in open ground, 81 conifers, and 815 hardy
perennials and alpines.

Central Park, as events proved, did more than just provide a country-like area for
New York's masses. Even before fully finished, the park stimulated in tremendous
fashion outdoor recreation. Again, the park greatly increased land values in the
area surrounding it. More importantly, the art of landscape architecture found its
birth in Central Park. Finally, the park influenced many cities to create similar
open and landscaped areas, and the great parks in Brooklyn, Boston, Chicago, and
countless other urban centers, are descended from Central Park.
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the gradual growth and development of the park are considered part of the land-

mark. These include the Arsenal, the Zoo, Bethesda Fountain, Belvedere Castle,

the Lake, the Sheep Meadow, The Mall, Harlem meer, the Dairy, Friedsam Memorial
Carousel, The Obelisk, Kerbs Memorial Model Beat House, Swedish Schocl House,
Delacorte Theatre, Metropolitan Museum of Art and all of the arches and bridges
created as part of the circulation system through the park. Modern tenuis courts
skating rinks, cemented playgrounds, sports fields and parking areas which disrupt the
landscape design, and maintenance sheds and structures of no architectural merit

or part of the total design do not contribute to the naticnal significance of the
landmark.
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FIRST STUDY OF DESIGNFOR THE CENTRAL PARK

The top map is the Greensward plan that won the competition in 1858. \
It stopped at 106th Street. The lower map, dating from 18¢8, shows |
the extension north to 110th Street. Among the changes that Frederick - :
Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux made in carrying out the work was the
substitution of Conservatory Water for a formal garden.

New-York Historical Society.
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The topographlcal survey of the Central Park lands made by the engineer, Pgbcrt L.
Vielé in 1856. It shows the desolation of the site. “Seneca Village,” a squattcrs hamlet,
is just west of the Old Receiving Reservoir, New York Public Library.
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Central Park West

MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS IN CENTRAL PARK SINCE 1900
Sketch by Ken Fitzgerald

Key:
E Building
® Playground
@ Sports field, fenced and unfenced
0 Access to drive and transverse roads
® Discontinued drive
A New or enlarged parking space

Note: Map does not include new foot or bicycle paths, gardens,
memorials, flagpoles, statuary or razed buildings, filling in of bodics of
warer, stone and concrete embankments, concrete benches, galvanized-
iron lampposts and extensive asphalting.

Improvements since 1g9oo. Map by Ken Fitzgerald.

-

Greensward Foundation.
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Central Park

MAY 21 1963

~

It is a pleasure to inform you that in your State the historie
gites listed on the enclosures have been found to possess
excepticnal value in commemorating and illustrating the history
of the United States.

Thesa sites have been evaluated in the National Survey of Historic
Sites end Buildings, end by the Advisory Board on National Parks,
Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments, and approved by me

pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935,

As explained in the enclosure, these historic propertics are

glib;ule to receive, from the Departmaat of the Interior, certificates
and bronze markers designating them as Registered 4;:‘Cu&1 Historic
Landrarks. The Director of the Natiomal Park Service will notify

the owners e&nd provide them with the proper application forms.

In recognizing the historical importance of these sites, we wish to
commend the owners for the care and preservation of these properties.

Sincerely yours,

(sed) Stewart L, Udall

Secretary of the Interior
Hon. Jacob K. Javits
United States Senate
Washington 25, D, C.

Enclosures

eces
Regional Director,-Northeast
Mr. Littleton

JWWalker:mg L4-26-63
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MAY 21 1963

Dear Senator Keating:
It is a pleasure to inform you that in your State the historic
sites listed on the enclosure:c have besen found to posses

s
exceptional valus in commemorating and illustrating the history
"of the United States.

These sites have been evaluated in the National Survey of
Historic Sites and Buildings, and Monuments, and approved by me
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935.

As explained in the enclosure, these historic praperties eare
eligible to receive, frcm the Department of the Iaterior,
certificates and bronzs wmarkers designating thbm as Registered

National Historic Landmarks. The Director of the h_.ional Park
Service will notify the owners end provide them with the proper
application forms.

In recognizing the historical importance of these sites, we wish
to comuend the owners for the cars and preservation of these
properties.

Sincerely yours,

(sad) Stewart L. Udall

Secretary of the Interior
Hon. Kenneth B. Keating
United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.
Enclosures
ce:

Regional Director,sNortheast
Mr. Littleton

JWWalker:mg L4-26-63
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UNITED STA"FES
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Foley - Interior 4895
For Release to PM's, MAY 23, 1963

SECRETARY UDALL ANNOUNCES TWENTY-THREE SITES ELIGIBLE FOR REGISTERED
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK RECOGNITION

The romance of the Santa Fe Trail is one of the Episodes of American history
commemorated in the latest list of 23 sites approved for Registered National
Historic Landmark status, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall announced

today. In addition to sites connected with the historic Trail, new Landmark sites

were named which illustrate the development of the movement for the comservation of

the Nation's natural resources, and America's early|naval history.

Secretary Udall explained that Registered National Historic Landmarks are
areas which have been found to possess exceptional value and are of national
gignificance in commemorating and illustrating the history of the United States.
Such Landmark sites are not administered by the Dep ent's ﬁational Park Service,
but are recognized by the Service with a certificate and bronze plaque. The
number of sites declared eligible for Registered National Historic Landmark status
now totals 404.

The 23 additional sites were recommended by the Advisory Board on National

Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments from| studies prepared by the
National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings.

They include: sites along the Santa Fe Trail, fthe first great trail of the
Far West; sites of importance to a study of the conservation of natural resources,
such as the home of the great landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted; the
home of Gifford Pinchot, America's first Chief Forester; the home of Senator
Francis Newlands, father of the Reclamation (New 8) Act of 1902; an individual
site, the Kit Carson House, Taos, New Mexico; and the U. S. Frigate Constellation.



The first study, The Santa Fe Trail, provides the following Landmarks, among
others: Rabbit Ears--no landmark on the trail was more important than Rabbit Ears,
the symbol of the Cimarron Cutoff. This double-peaked mountain in New Mexico was
the focal point for a series of camps and landmarks that are conveniently grouped
as the Clayton Complex. Arrow Rock--the rendezvous for the traders who opened the
Santa Fe Trail, the outstanding site in the State of Missouri to commemorate the
beginning of the trade. Trail remains near Dodge City, Kansas--the best remains of
the trunkline of the trail before it split into the Cimarron and Mountain Branches
at the crossings of the Arkansas River.

The second study, Conservation of Natural Resources, produced the following
recognized lLandmarks, among others: Hohokam-Pima Irrigation Sites, along the Gila
River, Arizona, built by the Hohokam Indians as early as the 8th «century A. D.
The Pima Indians later used the same basic systems, though on a smaller scale.
Lake Merritt Wild Duck Refuge, California, the oldest legally established, public
wildlife sanctuary in the United States. The Biltmore Estate, North Carolina,
often called the "Home of Conservation" in the United States. And the homes of
Frederick Law Olmsted, Gifford Pinchot, and Francis Newlands.

New York State residents should be proud of their "first": Adirondack Forest
Preserve, the first State forest preserve in the Nation; Central Park, the
country's first important urban park; and Niagara Reservation, where today's
visitor can enjoy the beauty and might of Niagara Falls as a result of the far-
sighted action of the State of New York in 1885 in'/establishing the Niagara
Reservation by using the power of eminent domain to acquire land for esthetic
purposes. A startling precedent in its day, New York's action here has been
followed in principle by many States since 1885. There was also Dr, Franklin B.
Hough, who impressed upon the public and the Federal Government, in the decade of
the 1870's, the tragedy of the rapid destruction of the Nation's forests. His
home is located at Lowville.

Florida's Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge was the first sanctuary
provided by the Federal Govermnment for the protection of wildlife. The area,
essentially a mass of mangrove, is one large rookery, intended specifically to
protect Brown Pelicans,

A landmark of interest to historians and engineers is the 0ld Mission Dam,
or Padre Dam, located 13 miles northeast of 0ld Town, San Diego, in Mission Gorge,
San Diego County. The dam was constructed with Indian labor under the supervision
of the Franciscan Fathers of the San Diego Mission, probably between 1800 and
1817, It was part of ome of the first irrigation projects built in Spanish
California and is one of the most notable examples>of the white man's early efforts
at irrigation in the West. ‘

Landmarks of interest to all Americans are the Kit Carson House, Taos, New
Mexico, where lived the most renowned of all the ntain men, and the U. S.
Frigate Constellation, launched at Baltimore on September 7, 1797, and one of the
two surviving vessels of the original United States Navy. Like the Constitutionm,
the other survivor of the Republic's first naval force, the Constellation saw long
and gallant service in the Age of Fighting Sail.



Brief descriptions are attached of the 23 sités from the studies of the
National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings that have been recommended by
the Advisory Board and approved by Secretary Udall,

Conservation of Natural Resources

In the study of "Conservation of Natural Resources," fourteen sites were listed by
the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historie Sitds, Buildings, and Monuments as
possessing exceptional value in commemorating and illustrating the history of the
United States. These sites are eligible for Registered National Historic Landmark
status. They are as follows:

1. Hohokam-Pima Irrigation Sites, near Phoenix, Arizona. Indians of the Hohokam
culture began to reclaim land in the Phoenix area over 1,000 years ago. Portions

of their complex irrigation canal system were used\by the Pimas, and some of the
canals are still in use today. This provides a stqiking and significant con-
tinuum, illustrating that ancient and modern man responded in the same way to the
environmental demands of the arid Southwest.

2. Roosevelt Dam, Salt River Project, Arizona. Rdosevelt Dam, one of the
original five Federal projects authorized on March 13, 1903, under the Reclamation
Act of 1902, was the first major project to be completed under the new Federal
reclamation program, The dam, the world's highest masonry dam, was begun in 1906
and completed in 1911, Its major purpose was to provide adequate water storage
for the Salt River irrigation complex, but it also had the secondary purpose of
supplying electric power to assist in distribution of the water. This marked the
beginning of Federal production of electric power,

3. Lske Merritt Wild Duck Refuge, Oskland, galifoﬁnia. Created on March 18, 1870,
Lake Merritt Wild Duck Refuge is the oldest legally established public wildlife
sanctuary in the United States. Although located in the heart of downtown Oak-
land, the lake attracts large numbers of migrating ducks. It is probably the most
noted of the small wildlife sanctuaries maintained local governments.

4. 0Qld Mission Dem (Padre Dam), San Diego, California. The Old Mission Dam was

the first major irrigation-engineering project on the Pacific Coast of the United
States. It was built between 1800 and 1817, along with a long agueduct and flume
which delivered water to San Diego Mission, the "Birthplace of California," which
had been founded in 1769. The dam, of which enoughl remains still to impound some
water, was about 220 feet long, 13 feet thick at the bottom and 12 feet or more

high at its maximum. It is on privately owned land| in Mission Gorge, on the San
Diego River, about 13 miles northeast of 0ld Town,

5. Pelican Island National Wildlif . Pelican Island
National Wildlife Refuge, located in Indien River off Sebastian, Florida, was the
first federally established sanctuary for protection of wildlife, It was
established by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1903| for Brown Pelicans. Although
subject to daily inundation, between 1,500 and 3,500 pelicans are hatched there
annually., The site is administered by the Fish and Wildlife Service of the
Department of the Interior.



6. Frederick law Olmsted Hous Warre eet klin

Frederick Law Olmsted, the landscape architect, not only played a major role in
encouraging the development of urban and State parks but was also responsible,
with his associates, for planning over 80 urban parks. He occupied the house on
Warren Street in Brookline from 1883 until his death in 1903. Today the house is
owned and occupied by the Olmsted Associates, the landscape firm which he founded.
It is in excellent condition.

7. gSenator Francis G. Newlands Home, 7 Elm Court, Reno, Nevada. This large, two-
story frame house, still in excellent condition and little altered, was the home
of Francis G. Newlands, who lived in Nevada from 1889 until his death in 1919.

He served in the House from 1892 to 1903, and then in the Senate until his death
at the age of 71. He is considered to be the "father" of the Reclamation (or
Newlands) Act of 1902, which placed the Federal Government in the field of
irrigation. From 1907 to 1919 he labored unsuccessfully to win Congress to
support & multiple-purpose river development program for the entire Nation. The
Newlands home is privately owned, and used as a residence.

8. Adirondack Forest Preserve, New York. Established by the State of New York
in 1885, the Adirondack Forest Preserve was the first State forest preserve in the

United States. Nine years later a new State constitution provided that the
preserve was to be kept forever as a wilderness. Today the Adirondack Forest
Preserve includes some 2,115,381 acres of State-owqed land. In additiom to
providing for the continued protection of the forests, the preserve also serves
as a vast recreational area,

9. Central Park, New York City. Central Park occupies a prominent position in
the history of the park movement in the United States. The concept of a natural
area within the city, introduced in 1858, seven yeérs after the establishment of
the park, by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, greatly attracted the people
of New York City. Its popularity convinced many other cities of the need for
urban parks. The idea of a natural area is still flollowed by the Department of
Parks, which administers the site.

10. Franklin B. Hou ouse, Collins Street, Lowville, New York. Franklin B.
Hough, the father of American forestry, so impressed upon the public and the
Federal Government the danger of rapid destruction jof the Nation's forests that
in 1876 he was appointed as Forestry Agent in the Department of Agriculture,

and thus became the first Federal forestry official, Hough quickly organized a
small unit, which became the Division of Forestry 1881 and the Forest Service
in 1905. Hough's home on Collins Street in Lowville is in excellent condition.
It is privately owned.

11, Niagarae Reservation, Niagara Falls, New York. In creating the Niagara
Reservation in 1885, and in subsequently eliminating the numerous eyesores that
had sprung up along the river near the falls, New York used for the first time
a State's power of eminent domain to acquire land :Toyr esthetic purposes. The
430-acre Reservation enables the visitor to obtain an unobstructed view of

Niagara Falls. It is administered by the Niagara Frontier State Park Commission.



12, Biltmore Estate, Asheville, North Carolina. At Biltmore, the George W.
Vanderbilt estate near Asheville, Gifford Pinchot demonstrated for the first time
in the United States that scientific forest managedent could be profitable and was,
thus, good business practice. Another "first" in forestry occurred here in 1898
when the first forestry school in the United States was opened, the Biltmore
Forest School, headed by Dr. Carl A. Schenck. Nearly 87,000 acres of the estate's
forest land is now included in Pisgah National Forest. The building in which the
school was conducted is owned by the city of Ashevtlle and used today for offices.

and then into the present day Forest Service.

Towers," is much the same as when he lived there. [It is in private ownership.

14. hoshone S fyoming Located within the
area of the first Federal forest reserve, Yellowat- e Timberland Reserve, which

was set aside by President Benjamin Harrison in 1891, Wapati Ranger Station is the
first ranger station built by the United States Go'~rnment. It was erected in

1903 as a supervisory ranger station for the Shoshope division of the Yellowstone
Reserve, The original building still stands but has been incorporated into the
present ranger station,

The Santa Fe Trail

In the study of "The Santa Fe Trail" seven sites were listed by the Advisory Board
on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Mpnuments as possessing excep-
tional value in commemorating and illustrating the history of the United States.
These sites are eligible for the Registry of Nationfl Historic Landmarks. They
are as follows:

1. Council Grove, Kansas. Council Grove, on the Neosho River, was the most
important stopping-place on the Santa Fe Trail, with abundant grass and timber.
It was about 150 miles west of Independence, where rolling prairies gave way
to the Great Plains, and was named on the occasion ¢f a treaty negotiation with
Osage Indians in 1825. ILater, other grand councils|were held here as caravans
organized themselves to cross the area ranged over by hostile Indians. By 1857 a
town took shape here, the last outpost on the westerly trek, which still retains
a number of important sites associated with the trail.

2. Trail Remains West of Dodge City, Kansas. These trail remains possess unique
qualities of physical extent and strategic locationy The remains form a two-mile
arc whose chord is U.S. 50, nine miles west of Dodge City, where an irrigation
ditch interferes only slightly, leaving many clear V1ewpoints and stretches of
trail. Their strategic location derives from the cht that the trunkline of the
trail divided, 10 to 20 miles upstream at the C on Crossings. While some
traffic followed on up the Arkansas River many travelers took the shorter Cimarron
Cutoff route. The area is in private ownership.



3. Arrow Rock, Saline County, Missouri. The name Arrow Rock was given to a
rocky bluff on the Missouri River where a ferry crossed as early as 1817, which

became part of a great thoroughfare of early traders. Traders to Santa Fe
rendezvoused here in the 1820's, organizing their caravans in the valley watered
by Santa Fe Spring. The area is in natural vegetation, encompassed in Arrow Rock
State Park. The nearby town of Arrow Rock has many associations with later trail
days as well as with writers and artists, including George Caleb Bingham, The
area is owned by the State of Missouri and various private individuals.

4. La Junta (Watrous), New Mexico. This place, junction (junta) of the Mora

and Sapello Rivers, is comparable to Council Grove, on the eastern part of the
trail. It was on the frontier of New Mexican sett ement, after 1843, where
caravans made their final preparations before Jour?eying across the plains to
Missouri, It was the place where the Mountain and Cimarron Branches of the trail
separated, Trail remains can be seen here as well as several ruined and existing
buildings associated with early trail days. The properties are privately owned.

5. Rabbit Ears (Clayton Complex), New Mexigo. The double-peaked mountain, Rabbit
Ears, was a guide and landmark for four days of travel on the Cimarron Cutoff, of
which it may be called a symbol. A series of camps and landmarks are grouped
nearby, including: McNees Crossing on present Corrumpa Creek, Turkey Creek Camp,
Rabbit Ears Creek Camp, Mt. Dora, and Round Mound,| Much of the area is in
pristine condition, and trail remains are found freéquently. Ownership is mixed,
public and private.

6. Wagon Mound Wagon Mound (Sents Clara Spring), New Mexico. |Wagon Mound was the last great
guidepoint for caravans crossing the plains of northeastern New Mexico on the
Cimarron Cutoff enroute to Santa Fe. The trail c in on the northern side and
skirted down to the west, where the modern railroad and U. S. 85 are also found.
Traders often camped at Santa Clara Spring, two miles northwest of the town of
Wagon Mound, in a sheltered natural bowl. The spring is protected by a modern
shelter, and supplies water for the town, but oth se the scene here is little
impaired.

7. Camp Nichols, Oklahoma, This post was founded in May 1865 by Colonel Kit
Carson and abandoned in September of that year, having served successfully during

a period when Indian hostilities were at their height, Officers' quarters and a
quartermaster's building were built of stone, and the soldiers had tents with
stone walls, whose ruins can be seen, 2 to 3 feet high. One-half mile south are
excellent trail remains. The remoteness of the si and the environment free
from modern intrusions, create an atmosphere in w ch one can recapture easily a
feeling of walking into the past. The site is privately owned.

Special Studies

The two sites which follow were the objects of spejial studies by National Park
Service historians and the Advisory Board, which determined that they are eligible
for the Registry of National Historic Landmarks:
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The Homorable Stewart Udall 7/}" mem

Secretary of the Interior
U. S. Department of the Interior
Huhin.ton 25. D, C,

Dear Stu:

Thank you for your letter. I want to congrautlate
you and the Department of the Interior on selecting Central -
Park _in New York City as an historical site possessing
exceptional value and designating it as a registered
national historic landmark. This is good news indeed for all
New Yorkers and especially for the residents of the 17th
Congressional District in which Central Park is located.

In your letter to me you indicate the importance of
preserving and conserving Central Park. How right you are!
This injunction should be implanted in the minds of all
public officials in New York.

Central Park, like all other parks and open space in
New York City, must be protected from any further incursions
of steel, mortar and concrete, lest we lose what little
space we have left for quiet enjoyment.

Conservation is vital not only in the great plains of
the west and the shores on the edges of our country, but
also in the middle of the crowded cities. We New Yorkers
thank you for giving recognition to this fact.

Xl V'JHJ-’S 1
331440 smaamu o Lindsay,
JVL:
Whrseq g o

JM:O'F:J
Ll T R, 3d°Jd3g's n
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Letter May 31, 1963 to owner of Central Park, New York, notifying him of
elegibility for Landmark status, signed by Acting Director Price.

Owner: Hon. Robert F. Wagner; Mayor of the City of New York; New York,
New York.

Letters also sent to: Sen.Jacob K. Javits, May 21, 1963
Sen. Kenneth B. Keating, May 21, 1963
Cong. John V. Lindsay, May 21, 1963
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Regional Director, Northeast

. Littleton

% oo

AV | 190 'CENTRAL PARK

Honorable Robert F. Vagner
Mayor the City of New York
New York, New Yark

Dear Mayor Wagner: - :
xfu-mummmmmmuuu

the enclosure has been found to possess exceptional value in
cmmmmm,mhumdmmmsum.

- It bas been studied by the National Survey of Historic Sites

JWWalker :mg 5-29-63

and Buildings; evaluated by the Advisary Board on National Parks,
Historic Sites; Buildings, Mm;udwwm

As explained in the enclosed folder, this site is eligible for
Registered National Historic landmark status. A certificate and

The Registry of National Historic Landmarks is designed to
encourage the preservation of the Hation's historieal and archeo~
wulhlﬂtlal We will be happy to have you participate in the

Sincerely yours,

| D4
Enclosures , ; ""l"
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK Rlegion asd
LAw DEPARTMENT Uir 23 19644 ™
MUNICIPAL BUILDING S —
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10007 _Rec Ditector
’ t n 9 n RD (PA)
i KD (Dev. L)
TO A. LARKIN . cindies Adv.
>ORATION COUNSEL A Fit. tem.
DEC 21 1964 ' v a7%e & Prop.
__‘.‘crzor.net
Dr, Murray Nelligan . B
Advisor to the Regional Director ] 0L D, © 1T,
National Park Service e SR A1
1a3 South 3rd Street ___%ij; ——
e 3 | o3 s oA D TS —— —
fhiladelphia, Pa. e
. : ?
Ne: it'roposcd designation of “:-:nf 2
certain New York City prOpertieﬁin: >
as National Historic Landmarks. =
?E‘tdls W 2
Rex'ei”

Sir:

It has been proposed that certain New York Cit¥y

properties, including Central Park and City Hall, be
designated as Registered National Historic Landmarks,
pursuant to the provisions of the Historic Sites Act
of 1935. This office has been asked tc render its

.

opinion with respect to the legality cf applications for

such designation by the City.

A proposed form of application for designation

of certain sites has been transmitted to this office.

Apparently, such application, if approved, would constitute
an agreement by The City of New York to meet the conditions

set forth therein, and specifically, to preserve the

historical integrity of such sites, and to continue to use *
such sites only for purposes consistent with their historic-

al character,

The New York City Charter contains certain restrict-
ions on the alienation of City property and additicnal
restrictions with respect to the alienation of City Park

property.

In accordance with your conversation of December 1li4th,

with Mr. LaTorella of this office, it is proposed that
paragraph "4" of the proposed form of application be amended

to read as follows:

"4 If, for any reason, the three
conditions mentioned above
cannot continue to be met,

it is agreed that the only




CALATJr,./mmn/6
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consequenca of such failure

to meet such condi:-ions shall
be that the Registcred Nation=
al Historic Landmark status
shall cease and until such
status is restored by the
Secretary of the Interior,
neither the Registered National
Historic Landmark certificate
nor the marker will be display-
ed," (Underlined words added. s

I would apgreciate it if you would advise me
whether the proposed amendment of the application meets
with the approval of the National Park Service.

Yours truly,

/’wf/ :/j/éy/cf_

Acting Corporation Counsel.,



THE NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
CROSS REFERENCE

Heme or subject: Wording for plaques

See memorendum {or letter) dated: January 14, 1965  with incoming

To:  Acting Corporation Counsel, The City of New York, Law Department

¥rom: Georg:- A. Palmer, Actiy_; Reg.onal Director, Northeast Region

City Hall and
Subject: Wording for: Central Park

File: l/central Park

Clher:




Northeast Regio 5://“//

r st Region

143 South Third Street %ﬂ-@
Philadelphia, Pa. 19106 d, - -

H34-RHAH 5/24(05

JAN 14 1965
It
'
Acting Corporation Coumsel
The City of New York
Law Department \
Municipal Building ' i ¢

New York, New York 10007 {
Dear Birt

In reply to your letter of December 21, 1964, this is to advise
that the wording you wish to add to Section & of the application
for designation of Cit Central Park as Registered National
Historic Landmarks agreeable to the Rational Park Service.

Perhaps the simplest procedure would be for your office to revise
the agreement accordingly and forward it, signed, directly to Director
Ceorge B. Hartzog, Jr., Batiomal Park Service, U. 8, Department of
the Interior, Washington, D. C. 20240,

Sincerely yours,

George A. Palmer

Ceorge A. Palmer
Acting Regional Director

cc:
Director w/copy of incomi
ssmum:’:ixg’ "

MHNelligan: ftc

General , :
Daily ) P
JLandmarks

Area



May 20, 1965

NOTE FOR FILES:

Central Park, New York

~

Dr. Bradford called today, May 20, 1965, to ask that a certificate
be prepared for possible presentation, June 4. The Region has
corresponded with the New York officials, but have not sent us

any copies. A memorandum explaining all will come to us shortly.

Jokm O. “Littleton



MAY 24 1965

Memorandum

To: Director . : :
Attn: National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

BT IRE o ctinal Diostor; Werthedst Reglos

Subject: Registered National Historic Landmark: Certificate for
Central Park, New York

We would like to request that a Registered National Historic Landmark
certificate be prepared for Cemtral Park, New York. The name that
should be used follows:

CENTRAL PARK

Because it appears that the presentation of the plaque and ecertifi-
cate for Central Park will occur om June 7, we would like to request
that the certificate be in this office by June 4. Your cooperatiom
in expediting the preparation of the certificate will be greatly
appreciated.

George A, Palthel



’
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
.

UNITED STATES GOVEKRNMENT

Memorandum

TO : John Littleton DATE: May 24, 1965
FROM : Jack Walker

SUBJECT: Landmerk status for Central Park, New York City -
T Py
Regional Director Lee called late Friday afterndon (May 2f) asking
if the City of New York had formally applied for the Landmark certificate

and plaque. When I told him tpat it had not, he said he T
C:lty offic:l.a.ll regarding the matter today (May 24).




H3U4-RHAH May 25, 1965

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regional Director, Northeast Region

Subject: Registered National Historic Landmarks: Presentation of
Certificates and Plaques

The foilowing presentations of a Landmark plaque and certificate will
occur shortly.

Central Park
i o U TR T A

1. Time: June 7, Central Park, New York, New York

2. Presentor: Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the Interior

3. Reecipient: Mayor Robert Wagner, with Senators Jacob Javits and
Robert F. Kennedy attending

4.  Location of plaque and certificate: Both are being prepared

The arrangements for Central Park are tentative and we will inform
you as more definite plans are made.

John Bartram House

1. Time: June 8, 10:30 a.m., John Bartram House, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania _

2. Presentor: George B. Hartzog, Director, National Park Service
3. Recipient: Will be furnished as soon as possible

k. ZLocation of plaque and certificate: Both are in the Northeast
Regional Office
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Wadsworth-Longfellow House

1. Time: June 9, between 2:45-3:00 p.m., Wadsworth-l.ongféllow House,
387 Congress Street, Portland, Maine

2. Presentor: Project Coordinator Edwin W. Small, Boston National
Park Service Group

3. Recipient: Dr. R. G. Albion, President, Maine Historical Society

k., Iocation of plagque and certificate: The plaque was shipped to
the Maine Historical Society on October 15, 1963; the certifi-
cate will be mailed to Mr. Small shortly

Elkanah Watson House

1. Time: June 11, Elkanah Watson House, Port Kent, New York

2. Presentor: Supt. Dixon Freeland, Saratoga National Historical
Park, Stillwater, New York

3. Recipient: Mr. Horace K. Dunham, owner

k., Iocation of plaque and certificate: The plague was shipped to
Mr. Dunham on May 13; the certificate mailed to Mr. Freeland
on May 11

Walden Pond

1. Time: July 10, 3:00 p.m., Walden Pond, one and a half miles
from Concord, Massachusetts

2. Presentor: Project Coordinator Edwin W. Small, Boston National
Park Service Group

3. Recipient: Governor John A. Volpe or his representative
4, ILocation of plaque and certificate: The plaque was shipped to

Minute Man Park Headquarters on May 24 and the certificate
mailed to Mr. Small on March 31.

George A. Palmer

COPY



June 3, 1965

NOTE FOR FILES

Central Park, New York

I called Senator Kennedy's Office. Miss Weiss asked me to get in
touch with Mr. Ryan at Senator Kennedy's New York Office
(telephone 661-1600). This I did. Ryan said send a copy of the
letter to the Attention of Thomas Johnston at the New York Office,
110 East 45th Street, New York, New York, 10017.

This was done.

John 0. Littleton



136 E. 55th Street
New York City 22

6-21-65

Secretary of the Interior Udall
Washington, D. C.

Dear Secy. Udall:

You recently declared Central Park, NYC, a National Histeric
Landmark. In view of this, does Huntington Hartford still have
the legal right to construct his pavilion within the environs
of the park at Columbus Circle?

You've done such wonderful work in the field of conservation-=
especially with the creation of Canyonlands Nationmal Park (which
might be compared to the preserving of the priceless contents of
the Louvre just before the Cermans entered Paris during the war)--
surely you can do something about Central Park, if anything
should and can be done.

I wish you could help New York City in other similar cases.
Very sincerely,
Miss) SHIRLEY PARIS (signed)
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July 19, 1965
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Mr. Huntington Hartford's proposed comstruction of a pavillon at
Columbus Circle. wmmwmmmmw

Sincerely yours,
SIGNED

Robert M. Utley
Chief, Division of
History Studies

Enclosure

ces
i Mr. Littleton

JOLittleton:gb



“ro 4o «sT 20 €5
Ve Fo A / A (/« P‘o
Mgrs. ALLEN G. BRUMITT
A S g 2121%: NINTH AVENUE l/,/
WN"HNGTON 3, WEST VIRGINIA -
7a_ W" e

THe HMHener = ble Sccere 78 *j o F e
I nierior Adals/

Reft?kc’hc e . ic/c:;'ng/

Central Park Is| <« >F= 5 bl L0 e £

: — | CAarrmaa
. ! ) Ao Jo
AV.S.Landmark] 7 am </ 7/=<» *J el n s
% e I c s 7Ahe P b/ic e
NEW YORK_(AP) — Cgniral| L s | T T of i e Fo4
Park_Tas been named a na-| ’ Cluabd o f " 9
tional landmark and Secretary ! ernans ( ,’ co0 Mmem bers

of the Interior Udall warned les ¥ Vir qImi
that the.New York metropolitan =
Weould e

area is losing its battle to con- a_
serve open space. g1 s i
. Central Park, 840 acres of [ c] A 7 »
open space in the heart of Man-| Fo r pa b WEXS P RS
hattan which was set aside Sk 2 bowt #A Q
a
more than 100 years ago, will <x p 1 [ o rKin 7 I

[nferes Fed
/e Ficr

be marked with a bronze plaque S 'y I
which reads: #*The site pos- {7_‘,:2_‘_)_-.9 Bl C X /"‘ "’“(;:,: . &’tj 7'}"" 7
‘'sesses exceptional value in /( j 2_ @ ‘\A’&" ).

ti d illustrat ZAg p‘l)‘r-,# 4.,.//
commemorating and illustrat- P / TN ss
ing the history of_the Umted P Ak S f = Fa .S 7“‘!7

| States.” #f — -/-,zehs """ niS M.

f Mayor Wagner accepted the sur.. bou,f A M CH 8 e e

'plaque from Udall and said he mor € ¥

Iwould let Parks Commissioner AA 4 F' peedam 2 bo« 7
'Newbold Morris decide where R et Hen =

, it will be placed. i we Hhave chatad, =

/’re_cid.é*”;“,/awm

|
|

il d

7%77 3 AAfress above-

(S



Mr. Utley August 26, 1965

Mr. Littleton

Letter from Mrs. Brumitt regarding Central te.

I was given this letter for the Secretary's signature
today. The reply is due September 1.

I will 'hve no time Monday or Tuesday to answer it.

The lettexr concerns other items besides the Landmark in
Central Park. I have provided information in draft here on
Central Park.

Will you kindly see that information or interpretation
through Mrs. Sheridan completes the rest of the reply about
Americanism etc. Also whether the Secretary wants to tell
Mrs. Brumitt that she may publish his letter in the local

paper.

As you know, I have not the time to do the necessary research
for these other items in the letter.

John O. Littleton

Enclosure
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Dear Mrs. Brumitt:
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Sincerely yours,
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. Dr. Ernest A/.con{a.uy [,?/6‘ j DATE: March 10, 1971
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M : Ronnie Lee

JECT: Central Park, New York City

The attached cepy ef an article in the Wall Street Journal fer February 25, 1971
cites four immediate threats to the integrity of Central Park in New York City--
the extension of the Metropolitan Museum, & new structure for the Police Depart-
ment, another fer the Fire Department, and an excavatign for a new subway. Since
Central Park is a Registered National Historic Landmark (I was present at the
dedication), I will appreciate learning whether the Service is invelved in this
situation. I believe it should be.

@ Attachuent M /\ﬁﬂﬂrb 7 /%VW*L

Buyy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-109



APR 23 1971

H34~-HH

Mr. Ronald F. Lee

Independence National Historical
Park

313 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19108

Dear Ronnie:

Thank you for bringing the several threats to Central Park to our atten-
tion. It seems that our strongest defense is not operable in this

case. The National Register reports that there is as yet no indication
of Federal involvement. They have not been asked by any Federal agency
to comment; consequently, there is as yet no action that the Register
can take.

The Regional Offices conduet the biennial visits and thus serve to alert
us to threats of impairment that could result in the loss of Landmark
status. By a copy of this letter we will ask Director Schmidt to have
someone in the New York City area investigate. Perhaps before decisions
are irrevocably made, they can provide us with a sufficient basis for
us to urge the city to consider these proposals with the greatest care.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Robert M. Utley

Robert M. Utley
Chief Historian

cc:

Director, Northeast Region w/c inc.
T-Mr. Butterfield wt inc.

HHS-Mr. Sheely w/c inc.
FNP:HjSheely:kp 4/22/71

HP - New York -~ Central Park

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HH
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WE URGENTLY ASK YOU TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER IMMINENT CONSTRUCTION
&F A NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY EXTENSION, PART OF WHICH WILL CUT
THROUGH CENTRAL PARKy CALLS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE ADVISORY
COUNCIL ON RISTORIC PRESERVATION OR BY THE HEAD OF ANY

01 (RS—GQ)' ”3 - C‘L / % o (f
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FEDERAL AGENCY, UNDER SECTION 106 OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC
FRESERVATION ACT. BECAUSE OF THE HIGH COST OF SUBWAY
CONSTRUCTION, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE METROPOLITAN TRANSIT
AUTHORITY MAY REQUEST FEDERAL FUNDS TO SUPPLEMENT STATE AND
CITY ALLOCATIONS FOR THE PROJECT. IF AN APPLICATION FOR -

. FEDERAL FUNDS IS MADE, WE BELIEVE THE PROJECT WILL FALL WITHIN
SECTION 106, SINCE CENTRAL PARK IS NOW INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL
REG ISTERe SECTION 106 RECUIRES THE HEAD OF THE FEDERAL AGENCY IN
A FEDEALLY ASSISTED PROJECT, BEFORE APPROVING THE EXVENDITURE, TO
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE EFFECT OF THE PROJECT ON THE SITE.
RESPONSIBLE PERSONS HAVE QUESTIONED THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE TO
CENTRAL PARK WHICH PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION WILL CAUSE AND HAVE
'SUGGESTED THE FEASIBILITY OF ALTERNATE ROUTES. IF AN APPLICATION
FOR FEDERAL FUNDS IS CONTEMPLATED, WE BELIEVE THE APPROPRIATE

-1201 (R5-69) : L3
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FEDERAL AGENCY MAY WISH TO CONSIDER THE MATTER BEFORE CONSTRUCTION
PROCEEDS INTO CENTRAL PARK.

CAROL GREITZER, COUNCILWOMAN, MANHATTAN

IOUISE EASTP’AN, CONCERNED MOTHER
BTELLE WOLF,y SECe EAST SIDE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

WILLIAN DAMOND,_CHAIRMAN PLANNING BOARD #8
DICK FRANK, CONCERNED CITIZEN
WILLIAM HARRIS, MEMBER SAVE CENTRAL PARK

1201 (R5-68)
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RICHARD Eo HARRISON; CHAIRMAN CONSERVATION COMMITTEE, O
LINNAEAN socxzrv, NeYo

)
EUGENE NETZER, CHAIRMAN WEST TOTK ST. ASSOCIATION
He POST CLARE BEEKHARDT, He POST, THE PARKS COUNCIL L2
GEORGE SPITZ ‘
CHARLES TAUS CO-CHAIRMAN, MUSEUM
B — — e ket < = =228 )
ANTONIC OLIVIERI, NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN 66TH ASSEMBLY
DISTRICT 209 EAST 76TH ST NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10023 33 )
JEL (313 4Ta-0611
\_‘______,,___~_ ) AR S )
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| Similar letter to: O
ummzunw/slvy Hon, Liveri os-lnﬂs 3&

Mrs. Montrose S-41877
\ /ABASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR) Mrs, Josephine

Montrose
314 Eigth Ave., Park Slope 3\\)
Brooklyn, New York 11215 ]
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/s/ Curtis Bohlen

Enclovares
ect

. Louis : Mew York State Historic Trust
h“" ?Q-“”,
Albany, New York 12226) w/e of ime.

P 308
Director, Northeast Begion (2)) w/e of ime.
LS ' . Similar letter to:

mmm Hon, Oliveri

Mrs. Montrose S-41877
(BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR) Mrs. Josephine Montrose
' 31k Eigth Ave., Park Slope
Brooklyn, New York 1121
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FEDERAL AGENCY, UNDER SECTION 106 OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC
PRESERVATION ACTe BECAUSE OF THE HIGH COST OF SUBWAY
CONSTRUCTION, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE METROPOLITAN TRANSIT
AUTHORITY MAY REQUEST FEDERAL FUNDS TO SUPPLEMENT STATE AND

CITY ALLOCATIONS FOR THE PROJECTe IF AN APPLICATION FOR -

. FEDERAL FUNDS IS MADE, WE BELIEVE THE PROJECT WILL FALL WITHIN
SECTION 106, SINCE CENTRAL PARK IS NOW INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL
'REGISTERe SECTION 106 RECUIRES THE HEAD OF THE FEDERAL AGENCY IN
A FEDEALLY ASSISTED PROJECT, BEFORE APPROVING THE EXVENDITURE, TO
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE EFFECT OF THE PROJECT ON THE SITE.
RESPONSIBLE PERSONS HAVE QUESTIONED THE EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE TO
CENTRAL PARK WHICH PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION WILL CAUSE AND HAVE
'SUGGESTED THE FEASIBILITY OF ALTERNATE ROUTESe IF AN APPLICATION
FOR FEDERAL FUNDS IS CONTEMPLATED, WE BELIEVE THE APPROPRIATE
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FEDERAL AGENCY MAY WISH TO CONSIDER THE MATTER BEFORE CONSTRUCTION
PROCEEDS INTO CENTRAL PARKe

CAROL cxsxrzzn, COUNCILWOMAN, MANHATTAN

IOUISE EASTMAN, CONCERNED MOTHER '
ESTELLE WOLF,y SECs EAST SIDE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

VILLIA DAOND, CHATRNAN PLANNING BOARD #8
DICK FRANK, CONCERNED CITIZEN
WILLIAM HARRIS, MEMBER SAVE CENTRAL PARK
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RICHARD Eo HARRISONy CHAIRMAN CONSERVATION COMMITTEE,
LINNAEAN SOCIETY, NeYe

EUGENE NETZER, CHAIRMAN WEST 7OTK ST. ASSOCIATION
He POST CLARE BEEKHARDT, He POST, THE PARKS COUNCIL

GEORGE SPITZ

CHARLES TAUS CO-CHAIRHAN, MUSEUM
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ANTONIO OLIVIERIy NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN 66TH ASSEMB
MISTRICT 209 EAST 76TH ST NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1002t
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rs. Josephine Montrose 314 8th Avenue Park Slope  Brooklyn, N.Y., 11215
SR | 21 August, 1971

Honorable Rogers C.B. Morton

United States Secretary of Interior ‘

Department of Interior " Re: Central Park and the
Washington, D.C,. MTA ﬁsurpation of land

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Almost everyone in the various parts of New York City is painfully aware
of the growing neglect in our rapid transit system, and the seeming con-
tempt'fér our feelings and opionions by the New York State, Metropolitan
Transit Authority. Some of us intend to be heard since our daily lives,:
and the quality'an§ safety of our lives, depend on public concern.

It is an outrage for any parts of Central Park in New York City, which

I understand is under the protection of your U.S. Department, to be dug
up, disturbed, despoiled - at this time for subway construction. Firss,
we need the lines we already have, to be serviced and maintained and op-
erated, to riders pleasure, -comfort and safety -~ before new lines are
constructed. Second, the cost of vast new plans - planed and being forced
on a populace without public hearings -~ for which we will 2ll have to pay,
one way or another - is oppressive. Third, great damage can be done to

& great park, and the mess take years to even partly clean up. I took a
good look just last week, of an area of Bryant Park off 42nd Street, be-
tween 6th and 5th Avenues in New York City, which has been all boarded

up and unsightlj for months, due to'subway construction linking two lines,
(finished, I believe, but the park is s{ill not back to normal, nobody
seems to be working on it, no signs indicate what is happening).

I urge you to usge your influence to stop this mutilating planning - at
least in Central Park where you do have influence. Any New York City
Congressman who is in touch with his area, can inform you of the MTA crisis.

O Respectfully, !
. Hu are :
* (Mrs.) Josephine Montrose

ong. . Bella Ab X
858r+"RbrEul Wonx Borough President
.S-"lg-l'r( .



U.5. REPRESENTATE & GOVERNMENT ormlmo
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R FHouse of Representatives N L
mw g ':- 'l SWashington, B.L, 20515 GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT
@16) w-.:).vm. 1;:‘ COMMISSION
March 6
F2GT 3

Mr. Ronald Walker
Director

‘National Park Service
Interior Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. iWalker:
On behalf of my constituent named in the
attached letter copy, I would like to

request that you send me the proper information.

I would appreciate your sending me this
material as soon as possible.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

i:;rank Horzon ; E ;

FH:nn
attachments
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February 16, 19795
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Mr. Frank B. Horton

gongress of the United States
House of Representatives
washington, D« Co» 2051 5

pear Mr. Hortont

vou make it easy for your constituents to impose upon your time.
I would hesitate to 40 s0 so soon again were it not for the ur-

gency of what I am about to request, which at first glance might
appear to be the dream of a hopeless visionary.

iy suggestion is, simply, that steps be taken to halt the utter
despoilment of Central Tark in New vork city, by whatever me ans ;
and the only means at this l1ate Aate appears to me 1o make it a
national park or shrineé. The city of New York has neither the
means . nor the will to do what. is necessary to preserve and safe-
guard for all future egenerations its most priceless posséssion.

Two and & half miles long and a half mile wide, Central Park in

its original design and execution at the hands of Frederick Law
Olmsted and Calvert VauX has veen called the greatest single work
of art produced in america, a national treasure. Requiring forty
years to achieve the perfection of form envisioned by the unique
genius of its creators, and intended to remain forever in that form
to serve as & healing balm for millioms of unborn who would live
their lives in city pent, it has proved to be just that for een-
eration after generation.

Its disintegration as a work of art is appalling. The covetous
desiens of commercial developers have scarred it, the nalve spnn-
sors of recreational uses not inherent in conceptual deslen fore-
sight disfigure it, and the misled philanthropy of millionaires
have bvastardized it with "gifts" that perpetuate a family name
but do nothing to insure the sanctity of its heritage .

Olmsted led the fight to preserve vosemite in its unspoiled state.
pe advanced plans for a national, park system. FHe designed parks
in cities throughout the country, following the initial success

of gcentral Park. His overall plans for New vork City, based on
his remarkable concepts of propéer arban 1iving, if followed, would
rave prevented it from becoming the festering eyesore it now is.
The emerzing sciences of ecology, pollution control, and environ-
mental influence on human well-being are now belatedly recognized
as having originated in his fertile and far-seeing mind.

The art treasures of Europe are carefully guarded and preserved
for all posterity. Can america do less for its own greatest work
of art? - Nl

PV o
Respectfullgih;li;ﬁ<%f*

Bill Toporcer
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‘I‘hE ¢YALL looking sou .. from the Terrace, seen i..‘a stereopticon view from
‘;Wheeler s Gems of American Scenery, published by S. S, Wheeler, Otego, N.Y.
No¢e" driginal Bandstand and absence of clutter of benches and decorative

pround’ tiles at the crosaing of the Mall which Blooningdale's demanda,
The stereopticon is from the collection of Wm. Toporcer. It will be in-
cluded in the March 26th show 'Yesterday and Today in Our Historic Parks'
to be narrated by Henry Hope Reed in Federal Hall, 26 Wall Street, at

7230 p.m,

-

SRR THIS IS HOW the Mall in Central Park used to look. This
~ is how it ought to look.

‘1f the Park Department seriously wants to improve the Mall
it can do no better than to use this picture as a model i
for restoration. If Bloomingdale's really wants to help B
Central Park (not just promote itself on Park land, largely.; i
at taxpayer expense) it can repair the famed Belvedere BE
~ Castle, now in ruins, in the Ramble, or the Bethesda
Fountain, battle scarred from years of abuse, or bring back
‘the Terrace to its former glory.

IT IS TIME we demand that the park be preserved for all the
‘people, instead of being redeveloped for special interest

~ groups. Central Park is not a department store billboard.
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Washingon, D.c.
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Dear ¥r. Horton:

1

u

Robert M. Utley

(Signed)

cheology
Preservation

Office of Ar
and Historie

Director

(HP-New York-Central Park)

|

Director-NERegion ) w/c of ine.
PHiH-State File
PP Blcitatoshs crbi3-19-73
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March 9, 1973

Ronald H. Walker

(2)) w/incoming

108
FNP: CRBrexton: crb: 3-9-73
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFLR 10:

H34-HH
JUN 4 1973
Memorandum
To: Director, Northeast Region
From: Chief Historian

Subject: Receipt of National Historic Landmark Biennial
Inspection Report[s]

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of [a] biennial inspection
report[s] for the following national historic landmark][s]:

Chester A. Arthur Home, New York

Brooklyn Bridge, New York

Central Park, New York

Cooper Union, New York

Palisades Interstate Park, New York - New Jersey
Pierpont Morgan Library, New York :
Stony Point Battlefield, New York

01d Economy, Pennsylvania

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further deyelop-
ments regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownershi
and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, will be
greatly appreciated.

(Sgd.) A, R. Mortensen

A. R. Mortensen
PHH:HJ Sheely:kr 5/30/73

bee: LI
PHHS-Mr. Sheely
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HCRS
File:NY/Central Park/HCRS/Renovation

SHPO NY
DPR:Elmendorf/Schlagel:kbs 10-26-79
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cc:Chairman
FLO
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November 2, 1979

Mr. John Stokes

Chief, Grants Division

Heritage Conservation and Recreatxon
Service-Northeast Region

600 Arch Street-—Room 9310

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Dear Mr. Stokes:

On October 24, 1979, the Council received your determination that
the Central Park Renovation Proposal would not adversely affect
Central Park, New York, New York, a property included in the
TNational Register of RttturtE’PTEEes. In accordance with

Section 800.6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800),
the Executive Director does not object to your determination
provided that the work is done in accordance with the
specifications you submitted to the Council on October 3, 1979,

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a

copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with'
supporting documentation and this concurrence, should be included
in any assessment or statement prepared for this undertaking in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and should
be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the
Council's regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,

SIGNED
Jordan E. Tannenbaum

Chief, Eastern Division
of Project Review



H34(418)

MAY 3 | 1985

Mr. Ashton Hawkins, Esq.

Vice President, Secretary and Coumsel
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Fifth Avenue and 82nd Street

New York, New York 10028

Dear Mr. Hawkins:

Thank you for your courtesy and kindnees to our Architectural Historianm,
Carolyn Pitts on her recent visit to the Metropolitan Huseum of Art.
informs me that you had several questions concerning the National Register
nomination of the Museum. The museum is part of the Central Park Natiomal
Historic Landmark. That Landmark designation was made in May, 1963.
Fort Tryom Historic District that includes the Cloisters was placed on the

National Register in December, 1978.

The other similar New York buildings that are National Historic Landmarks
are New York Public Library (1965), Pierpont Morgan Library (1966), and

Carnegie Hall (1966).

We are also enclosing a descriptive leaflet describing the National Historic

Landmarks Progam.

If you have any further question, please let us know.

Sincerely

/s/ Edwin C; Bearsg

Edwin C. Bearss
Chief Historian

Enclosure

ce: 418 Pitts
(418 NHL Central Park
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cmal?ark, New!ﬁc:l.gx

Central Park occupies a prominent position in the history of the
p&kmvambmmmmdsm,bemeitdmmﬁzed’che
‘need for, and gave an impetus to, the Nation's wrban park movemeni.

© In the 1840's farsighted citizens of New York begen a movement to
"develop a large ypark in the heart of the repidly expanding city.
Two of the leaders of this movement were Andrew Jackson Downing,
America's first great professional landscape gavdencr, and Williem
Cullen Bryant; the poel end ediltor. The Evening Post, ‘s
newspeper, repeatediy siressed the need for a park. By 1850, the
park movement had such widespread backing that both candidates for
the mayoralty supported the idea.

The winner of the election, Anmbrose C. Kingsland, sent a message
proposing the establishment of a perk to the Common Council on
Aprdl 5, 1851, In July of that year the state legisiature
authorized the c¢ity to purchase property for park purposes.

The northern boundsry of New York was 34th Strest vhen the city
began to acquire the land between 50th and 106th Streets for
Central Pavk. By 1856, scme 7500 lots in. the area had been bought
at a cost of $5,069,603, and a park commission hed been created.
But in 1857, the state took awgy eity control of the park and
created an independent park commission. The new commission found
park matters in great confusion, and the projecied park SWRMDY,
Llittered with rubbish, and swarming with goats.

Appointuent of Frederick Law Olmsted as superintendent of Central
Park in the fall of 1857 marked e twrning point in the park's
developmens. Olmsted and his business partner, Celvert Vauz, the
Englicsh-born lendscepe edchitect, entered a plen in the compedilion
for a pavk design in 1858. "heir design won Dirst prize, and,
shortly after,0lmsted became the park's chief architect and Vaux
consulting architect for the pavik.

This prize-winning design reflected the influence of the close
contact which vhese men had with Dowming. It decreed that the park
should have a nstural or forest atmosphere and vhet all architectural
features should be subordinated to that premise. The idea of a



natural ares immediately appealed o the people, and in 18590
the park was extended to 110th Street. By 1866, most of the park
had been completed. ;

The Depertment of Parks, which adwinisters the park, still follows
the conceplt of a natural area in the city, and the vastly increased

population of New York continues o enjoy the trees, paths, and
lakes within the park.

ISESB
2 he22-63



L T e ‘ UNITED STATES

e DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
* NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
New York XIX, Conservation of Natural Resources
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

Central Park
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, efc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) Bounded by Central Park SO!.lth 5

Fifth Avenue, 110th Street, and Central Park West, Manhattan

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

Mayor Robert Wagner, New York City

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION ( Descrilie briefly what makes site important and whal remains are ertant)
Central Park occupies a unique position in the history of the park movement in America
because it was the country's first urban park. Almost at the last possible moment,
far-sighted individuals on Manhattan inspired the creation of a rural retreat for all
the citizens, rich and poor, of the fast growing metropolis. And the park's subsequent
overwhelming popularity impelled city after city to follow New York's lead.

As late as 1850, New York's 515,000 citizens possessed little opportunity to gain relief
from the streets and buildings of their city. Gotham's most spacious open area, all of
20 acres, lay at the Battery. But some perceptive individuals, such as William Cullen
Bryant in 1844 and Andrew Jackson Downing in 1848, had already proposed that New York
develop a large park before the expanding city gobbled up all Manhattan. Bryant's
paper, the Evening Post, repeatedly stressed the need for a park throughout the 1840's.
Other voices also strengthened the call for a park, and during the mayoralty campaign
of 1850 both candidates supported the idea. The winner of the election, Ambrose

C. Kingsland, remembered his campaign promise and on April 5, 1851, sent a message

to the Common Council proposing the establishment of a park. By July, the state legis-
lature had authorized the city to acquire a plot of ground known as Jones' Wood for
park purposes, but by mid-summer strong opposition confronted that plan. Opponents

of the Jones' Wood scheme involved numerous business men who scorned the need for a
park, plus many others who desired a park but felt that a larger area would better
serve the growing city. The latter group also sought what would become a central

park as the metropolis grew; and it realized victory when the legislature authorized
New York to purchase the land that now forms most of Central Park.

The northern boundary of New York rested on what is now 34th Street when the city

began to acquire the land between present-day 59th and 106th Streets for Central Park.
By 1856, some 7,500 lots in the area had been bought for $5,069,693, which sum in-
cluded awards to owners of land bordering the park area, and a park commission h?gont'd.)

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources: give location of manusecripts and rare works)
Charles E. Doell and Gerald B. Fitzgerald, A Brief History of Parks and Recreation in
the United States (Chicago, 1954), 27-28; Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., and Theodora
Kimball, Frederick Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect, 1822-1903 (2 vols., New York, 1928),
11, 21-28, 30-33, 37, 42, 44, 48-49, 51-53, 55 65, 68, 74, 80-82, 86 et passim, 173-180;
Allan Nevins, The Evening Post (New York, 1922), 193-194, 196, 198.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, IIABS, elc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * | 11. CONDITION | 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: ves[] no[d !Good Park November, 1962
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) J‘ Pord 15. TITLE 16. DATE
S, dford Historic Sites Historian February 5, 1963

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 1014 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016-1



Form 10-3174
ey e ) q UNITED STATES ’
£ 50 EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOMN

=

% NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE
New York Central Park

7. Importance and Description (cont'd.)

been created. But in the following year, the state took away city control of the park
and created an independent park commission of eleven people. This new commission found

park matters in great confusion, with the projected park swampy, littered with rubbish
and swarming with goats.

The appointment of Frederick Law Olmsted as superintendent of Central Park in the

fall of 1857 marked a turning point in the park's development. A dynamic and resourceful
person, Olmsted, when he discovered his superior would not object, entered a plan called
"Greensward,'" in conjunction with Gilbert Vaux, in the competition for a park design.

In April, 1858, the commission declared Olmsted's plan, one of thirty-five, the winner,
and shortly after being awarded the $2,000 prize, Olmsted became the park's Architect-
in-Chief.

Olmsted's design decreed that the park should have a rural nature and that all archi-
tectural and engineering features should be subordinated to that premise. That fresh
concept governed the development of Central Park, and the idea subsequently became
basic in the growth of the urban park movement in the United States.

Under Olmsted's supervision, 2,500 men labored in the park by October, 1858. Paths,
roads, bridges, lakes and planting were all well underway before winter slowed the work.
During 1859, Olmsted greatly advanced the development of the park, so much so that the
public became quickly enraptured with its new possession. Thousands of people began

to enjoy the park's benefits--not only the rural atmesphere, but also the paths, bridle
trails, band concerts, and in winter, ice skating. Amd in 1859 the park was extended to
110th Street, although the city did not acquire the land until 1863. By 1866, most of

the park had been completed. Olmsted, who had already resigned from and then rejoined

the park several times, remained associated with Central Park until 1878, when politicians
brought an end to his long and beneficial influence upon the rural retreat.

Central Park, as events proved, did more than just provide a country-like area for New
York's masses. Even before fully finished, the park stimulated in tremendous fashion out-
door recreation. Again, the park greatly increased land values in the area surrounding
it. More importantly, the art of landscape architecture found its birth in Central Park.
Finally, the park influenced many cities to create similar open and landscaped areas,

and the great parks in Brooklyn, Boston, Chicago, and countless other urban centers,

are descended from Central Park.

V. §. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—74020-1
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_ Form 10-91 UNITED STATES ”
S EPARTMENT OF THE INTERI

I NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order

of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME((S) OF SITE

New York Central Park
7. Importance and Description (Con'd.)

Present Condition: Central Park continues to reflect Olmsted's vision of a rural area
in the city. Some buildings have intruded upon the park, notably the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and automobiles have replaced carriages on the roads, but the trees,
paths and lakes still please a vastly increased city population. The pleasure Central

Park brings to untold thousands is obvious to anyone who visits it on a pretty Sunday
afternoon.

U. §. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16~—74020~1



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL ‘ T
KISTORIC REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO

CENTRAL PARK
Date of visit 9/4/68
Visited by - lumzm:nd‘m :Emiﬂl m:eue' -
] (name; (title) (office) =
Received by Donald E. Simon ,Director of Research  Department of Parks
(name) (title) (office)

Condition®  guo gemeral condition of the park is excellent . Programs of
maintenance and rehabilitation which commenced in 1966 is favorably reflected
in the quality and substance of the grass and meadowlands. Dead trees and
shrubs have been replaced and programs to beautify the general landscape and
still maintain the woodland mature of the park have been successfully completed.
The Landmark's plaque is in place on the Arsenmal Building.

Tenatiaum Operation of the park is the same as last visit. The Department
of Parks is responsible for general operation, recreation and other programs
and special events. The 22nd Precinct of the New York Police Department is
responsible for protection. They have increased patrols by mounted police and -
small 2 and 4 wheeled vehicles, and considering the high use have a very good
record of visitation protection,

*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings
**Note any changes in owmership, sponsoring organizations, opevating staff,
use, location of plaque and certificate, etc,



v

" Special Problems

Vandalism and disposal of litter in general. Financing
rehabilitation on a slim budget
Crowds on peak days and at opecm events.

Suggestions Offered

Suggested the appearance of Céntral Park has been
improved during the period of concentrated effort of maintenance. Recommended

their program be extended to complete improvements plammed.

(Jigded)
Henry G. Schmidt,
Superintendent



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO
HISTORIC LANDMARKS

e

Date of visit July 28, 1970

Visited by_go oo ¢ ) B
iname) ' !E!%fe; iofﬁ.ce;

Received by Henry Hope Reed, Jr. ,Museum Curator , Central Park
(name) (title) (office)

Conditionx Central Park is, as it always has been, heavily used and
enjoyed by all. The structures are old, some in dire need of rehabilitation
(Loeb Bridge) but in general,adequate.

New facilities are under construction; existing facilities are being restored
(boat landings).

Operation®¢  Garbage, garbage, garbage - everywhere. At 10:30 a.m.
garbage from Monday evening had not been picked up or the ground cleaned.
Crews were out and at it, however, in some areas.

Police protection adequate!

Plenty of school groups of all ages. Several special interest groups
were active. Concessioner operations need improvement.

#*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings

w#lote any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff,
use, location aof plaque and certificate, etec.



-

Special Problems 1. ucions on the Park are: Open ditch type subway cone
struction and an aqueduct shaft. Also, an outdoor stage is under construc-

tion and the Emergency Fire Protection Headquarters proposes a mew building
in the Park.

Suggestions Offered  yhe park had more visitors in 1900 than it has now.
The one difference between then and now, and to a large extent the cause of
the "litter" and garbage problem is the "attitude" of the Park user, Then
there was considerably more personal discipline in conduct than there is now.

We have always done our "thing"; but now we leave so much of our "things"
behind us when we exit the Park.

JAMES F, ml}{



VISITED BY Gene Peluso

RECEIVED BY Dr. Richard Stern

"do not disturb the normal activities of the. park,

.All buildings seem to be in good conditiom.

J

EGLSTAY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC REPORT CF BLENNIAL VISIT TO:
AND NATURAL LANDMARKS

Central Park
New York City

SITE and ADDRESS

DATE OF VISIT April 6, 1973

,_ Landmarks Specialist New York District

(WANE) (TITLE) (OFF1ICE)

Assistant Administrator Central Park

WANEY - SUTORIRE] (OTFICE)
CONDITION: ' :

The general condition of the Park is excellent., There are many activities
for beth, the young and the old. The park is in the act of replacing
dead trees and shrubs, and beautifying the gardens. Seeds, and bulbs
have been obtained from the N,Y. Gardens and other states, '

2. ' GROUNDS, STRUCTURE/S, FURNISHINGS:

The grounds are well maintained, There are several portions of the

park where excavation is taking place and these areas are fenced in and

In spite of a
limited work crew, the park is clean and free from litter and trash,

The zoo is clean and very
well maintained,



The Department of Parks is responsible for the general operation of
the Park, The plaque is placed on the outside wall of the Arsenal
Building just adjacent to the main entrance.

ST

1. Vandalism is still a problem but much improved over the past yeay,

"2, Local school children are using grassy areas for playground purposes,

3. Like everyone else, Central Park could use more money to expedite k
beautification of all areas,

None,’ ;
Just a compliment for doing such a wonderful job for so many people.

N
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 Central Park land. The police department
s mew quarters for its mounted patrols.

Besides the museum, four other agencies
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What Are Parks For,
Or, Are Ball Diamonds
A Girl’s Best Frriend? |

Continued From First Page

park for every 200 residents, But Manhattan is
estimated to have only one acre of such land
for every 750 persons.

Even then, there isn't as much space as
there first appears. Central Park, for instance,
has 840 acres. But the amount of open, un-
restricted land totals less than half that, after
you deduct space taken up by water reservoirs,
buildings and paved roads and walks, as well
as the land set aside for particular uses, such
'ag baseball diamonds.

Besides diminishing amounts of land, parks'
face other threats, including air pollution. Ev-|
ergreens become so severely coated with
grime over the years that they ‘suffocate.”
Lilac leaves shrivel because of the noxious
fumes. Even a few varieties of trees are begin-
ning to wither because of pollution. But the less
apparent result is that the fumes stunt tree
growth. Thus, when huge old trees die or are
cut down, their replacements will probably
never reach the same height.

What to do about the problem is a matter of
considerable dispute between conservationists
and the city. New York has banned auto traffic
in Central and Prospect Parks on weekends—a
move that gives the greenery a kind of
breather, conservationists say. But they
strongly disagree with another city policy of
staging special events that lure thousands of
people into the two parks.

As the park department sees it, that's just,
the way it should be. “We feel the parks arel
for people,” a department spokeswoman says, |
although she adds, all this activity ‘‘is go!ng
to beat up the grass.'

The conservationists don’t see it that way.
"‘These parks weren't built as staging areas,”
says Michael McCloskey, executive director of
the Sierra Club, a nationwide conservation
group. Adds Mrs. Henry L. Moses, a member
of the Friends of Central Park: “I don’t call it
doing anything for the people if you get so
many of them into a park that they destroy all
the greenery."”




By NELVA M. WEBER

ANDSCAPE architecture,
as a profession, has just
passed an important
milestone. To honor its

first 100 years, the American
Society of Landscape Archi-
tects has designated the year
1964-85 as the Centennial Year
of Landscape Architecture,

By profession, a landscape
architect is a planner trained
in the designing of outdoor
spaces for human use and en-
joyment. He has nothing to
sell but his services. His
methods of practice are more
closely related to those of the
building architect than to the
interior decorator. The scope
of his activities includes the
home garden, but it extends
far beyond to subdivisions,
campuses, shopping centers
and industrial complexes,

The golden age of Ameri-
can gardens was the era of
the big country estates, made
possible by great individual
wealth of the early 20th cen-
tury. Architect Charles A.
Platt, filled ‘with enthusiasm
for Italian gardens, was a Je-
sign keynoter., He was fol-
lowed by a number of land-
scape architects, many of
whom devoted their entire
practice to the private es-
tates. This period ended with
the Wall Street crash of 1929
and many landscape archi-
tects eventually shifted to
public landscape work. In the
present day development of
less pretentious suburban and
country places, the landscape
architect places special em-
phasis on design for privacy,
simplicity and ease of main-
tenance.

The Originators

Parks, even more than pri-
vate gardens, are a part of
the landscape story. The pro-
fession’s history actually be-
gan in 1858 with the plan-
ning of a country park for a
city, a competition for the
design of Central Park in
New York. The two prize-
winning designers were Fred-
erick Law Olmsted and the
English architect, Calvert
Vaux., They described their
work ag landscape architec-
ture and, in doéing so, be-
_stowed a new name upon
an ancient art. Although
Frederick Law Olmsted had
called himself a “landscape
engineer,” he accepted the
new term with ease and first
signed . his name over the
title Landscapg Architect in

1861,
The ﬁwr\‘:'\.'_%ndj

scape architecture were prac-
tically synonymous  Wwith
Frederick Law Olmsted, a
remarkable man who ably
demonstrated the values ac-
cruing from carefully planned
outdoor space. During Chi-
cago’'s World Columbian Ex-
position in 1893, the public
recognized in the design of
the Court of Honor and its
lagoon, the delightful fruits
of outdoor planning. Mr.
Olmsted went on to design
major park systems for New
York City, Buffalo, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Washington and
elsewhere during the 1880's
and 1890's.

As the century drew to a
close, a small group of prac-
ticing landscape architects
looked to the future. On Jan.
4, 1899, 11 men and one wom-
an joined in organizing the
American Society of Land-
scape Architects in New
York City. Two years later,
Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.,
at the request of President
Eliot of Harvard University,
began the first landscape ar-
chitecture courses ever of-
fered in the United States.
With professionally trained
young people, the pace quicxz
er— b better wo

*=wider varieti-

THE NEW YORK TIMEj

" Milestone for Landscape Architecture

of fields and over a greater
geographic area.

The National Park Service
was formed in 1916 and today
it is the largest single em-
ployer of landscape archi-

tects. To save the scenic
beauty of the national parks
from the hordes of motorized
America, the service encour-
aged the widespread devel-
opment of state parks for ac-
tive and intensive recreation-
al use. Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) work camps,
sponsored by National Park
Service, advanced the state
parks programs by some 350
years,

Planning Ahead

City and regional planning
have engaged the services of
landscape architects since
Olmsted's day. Agencies in-
volved in town planning, land
planning and housing include
these professionally trained
personnel on their staffs.

There 1s much to be done in
Improved zoning, updated
building eodes and in the long
range planning of our envie
ronment, While some fare
sighted developers are will-
ing to forego some gquantity
by employing professionally
trained men to use the land

T mé%mﬂn _‘%:‘!ong

to the bulldozer school whi
flattens and denudes land
fills swamps, so that t
greatest number of hous
may be erected. This is do
with little regard for peop
who, so in need of housir
buy from necessity rath
than choice.

Landscape architecture h
come a long way in its fir
century. A movement start(
by a few self-taught pi
neers is now carried on 1
technically - trained peop
who are graduates of 17 a
credited colleges and unive
sities. The society has grov
from its original 11 founde
to well over 1,000 membe
and 1,000 affiliates, What b
gan with a single park h:
resulted in professional 1
volvement in park systen
that reach from coast
coast, highway, freeway a1
parkway programs, innume
able commercial, industriz
institutional, educational ar
military projects, both pul
lic and private, both he
and abroad.

What of the future? Mo
ern-day problems challenj
the profession as never b
fore. “America has made t!
biggest hash of its enviro

ment in thg_ggtory of tl
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CENTRAL PARK—The original plan for New York City’s oasis of greenery was
made in 1858 by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux. The early sketch
and present-day view (above) show the entire park looking north from mlitoﬁn.

P c-‘ce

Frederick Law Olmsted.

}d  world,” said Tan Nairn, editor
0~ of Architectural Review of
W London after his 10,000-mile
le look at the United States.
¢- Our environmental “hash” isa
r- result of an outmoded atti-
m  tude that land is a commodity
r's to be exploited.
£s The time is at hand for
e- accepting the ecological con-
18 cept of Jand as a commumty
d- to which man belongs. This
13 community must be guarded
to and managed so that its
id growth is amenable and beau-
r- tiful as well as workable and
i1, economic. There is need for
id more cooperation between the
9- design professions: landscape
e architects, archite ts, engi-
neers and planners. land

the stewm'ds of tma larger
landscape and the future
must produce more and even
. hem designera with even
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Central Park Then.and Now: g

A three—part sernmar on the h1story and landscape of Central Park

DATE
TIME
TOPIC:
*LLOCATION:

.%,.

DATE:

" TOPIC:

LOCATION: .

TOUR GUIDE:

DATE:
TIME:
TOPIC:
*LOCATION:
PANELISTS:

MODERATOR:

City of New York
Parks & Recreation

Edward 1. Koch, Mayor
Henry ]. Stern, Commissioner

Free

Thursday, November 9

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

The 19th Century Parks Movement and Central Park: A slide lecture
Arsenal Gallery

Henry J.Stern, Comm1531oner, Parks & Recreatlon

Elizabeth Barlow Rogers, Administrator, Central Park

Saturday, November 11

10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon .

Central Park Landscapes: A field trip
Meet at 60th Street and Fifth Avenue
Marianne Cramer

Chief, Design & Planning, Central Park

Thursday, November 16
6:30 PM - 8:00.PM
Current Issues Facing Central Park: A panel discussion

Arsenal Gallery

Henry J. Stern, Commissioner, Parks & Recreation

Elizabeth Barlow Rogers, Administrator, Central Park

Patricia Harris, Executive Director, Art Commission of New York City
Madeline Lacovara, Executive Director, Central Park Security Task Force
Adrian Benepe, Director, Art & Antiquities

Call (212) 860-1330 for information and required registration.

* f4th Street and Fifth Avenue, inside the park, 3rd floor.

Central Park Conservancy
Elizabeth Barlow Rogers
Administrator, Central Park




CENTRAL PARK

THE LIVING CENTER OF THE CITY

WITH SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Central Park is 840 acres of trees, grass, lakes, ponds, ice skating
rinks, hills, hollows, meadows, walks, roads and trails. It is one of
the happiest things that ever happened to a city. Here’s where
the walker, the wader, the stroller, the skater, the ball-player, the
boater, the bicyclist, the jazz-lover and the jogger all find a place to
do their thing. Where the Shakespearean actor finds his audience;
where the makers of all of today’s music—from pop to rock to soul
find a place to perform—where paraders and protesters can gather
—where city children can see a cow, a chicken or a llama; where
they can ride a pony or play “King of the Mountain” on great, jut-
ting hills of granite. Look on the inside for where to find what you
like to do most—in Central Park, New York City.

August Heckscher, Administrator

NEW YORK CITY ADMINISTRATION OF PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
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HOW CENTRAL PARK Central Park began as an idea of some inspired citizens of New York

in 1850. Within a year, on July 11, 1851,a law was passed authorizing

the establishment of the park. It took another 5 years—until February

5th, 1856, for the tract bound by 59th and 110th Streets and Fifth and
CAME TO BE Eighth Avenues to be officially designated “Central Park.”

For the first year the Mayor and Street Commissioner controlled the
park. Then, in 1857, “The Commissioners of the Central Park.” a board
of eleven citizens took control. Two years later the office of Comptroller
of the Park was created and Andrew H. Green was elected to the posi-
tion. Much of the park’s construction was accomplished during his ten-
and-a-half-year tenure.

A competition held for designs for the landscaping of the park was
won by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux. The crude work of
clearing the land began in 1856, was systemized in 1858 and virtually
completed by 1876.

The basic design of Central Park remains almost the same today as
when it was originally completed. The Mall still punctuates the center of
lower half of the Park as Olmsted and Vaux planned. The Obelisk, called
“Cleopatra’s Needle,"a gift from Egypt to the American Consul in 1869,
was placed on its present site near the 90th Street and Fifth Avenue
entrance to the Park in 1881. The building which houses the famous
“Tavern-On-The-Green” was completed in 1872.

To appreciate Central Park, consider the City of New York without it.

<. Without the island of trees and green and water breaking up the expanse

. e ~ s
o mizn ~ ~. of brick and stone and asphalt. New York City without Central Park
would be like a home without a living room. Everyone in the family
is invited to come on in.

Courtesy of Gbyn) ADVERTISING WOMEN OF NEW YORK FOUNDATION, INC.
e

Designer-Coordinator| Lenore Scott
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