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The South End district of 238 acres includes the property within

a line running along the east side of Yarmouth St., the north side of
Columbus Ave., the southwest side of the Mass. Turnpike, the alley

line of Berkely S5t., extended, the north side of Tremont St., alley

705 - east of Dwight St., the back lot line of properties on the

south side of Shawmut Ave., the east side of Milford St., the back lot
line of properties facing on the south side of Bradford St., the

back lot line of properties on the east side of Waltham 5t., the

midline of W¥hington St., the midline of Union park St., the mid-

line of Harrison Avenue, the midline of Malden St,, the east

side of Pelham 5t., the east side of Drapers Lane, the alley (also known
as Ivanhoe 5t.) south of Tremont St., the west side of Pembroke St.,

the south side of Newland 5t., the east side of East Brookline 5t., alley
710 extended, the alTey 1ine west of Newton St., the south side of
Harrison Ave., Trask 5t., extended, Comet 5t. extended, the back lot
lines of the west side of Chester Park, the east side of Northampton St.,
the back lot lines of the south side of Tremont 5t., the east side of

Northfield 5t., the north side of Tremont St., the east side of Camden St.,

the back lot line of the north side of Columbus Ave., the back lot
line of the west side of Mass. Ave., the Penn Central railroad
tracks,to the east side of Yarmouth St.

% The South End is a large but well-defined, densely built-—up
area which is characterized by architecture of relatively few
building types. It presents a unified environment distinguished
by subtle varfations in architectural style, detailing, building
height, and street wiqth and direction, and by the presence or
absence of park areas.

The principal streets passing through the South End, such as
Harrison, Shawmut and Tremont, run roughly parallel to each other
and to Washington S5t., the early route through the original neck
of marshland connecting Boston to mainland Roxbury. Most of the
minor streats were laid out perpendicularly im a arid pattern in
relation to these broad avenues. However, Columbus Avenue and
the other later streets introduce new diagonals and breaks in the
street pattern which reflect an attempt to mesh the South End
pattern with that of the later Back Bay.

w0n these streets, there are two predominant residential building
types, The more numerous of these two building types is the double
basement, bow fronted rowhouse with mansard roof. Most often constructed
of brick, the type of house was occasionally faced with_hrownstoné,
The second predominant building type is a low basement, flat fronted
rowhouse faced with brick, often adorned by a projecting oriel.

Within these building types, a variety of architectural styles
were used. The predominant style is the Italianate, characterized
by high basements sometimes rusticated, elaborately carved double
doors, a hood with undercut consoles, and a projecting cornice with
' carved wooden brackets. Other influences include Greek Revival,

' Renaissance Revival, Second Empire, and a Transitionali'style between
\j?ﬂfh Revival and Ita1iaﬂltevﬂh

[continued)
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MAJOR ELEMENTS

f!m Union Park is an enclosed urban square of double basement,
red brick rowhouses overlooking an oblong park landscaped with two
fountains. Most of the houses have bow fronts, and many have the
older ridge roofs that were supplanted by the mansard roofs in the
South End. The end houses step forward to emphasize the curve of
the park and the roadway which frames it; the environment has a
strong sense of closure between Tremont on the north and Shawmut
on the south. Architectural detailing is often lavish, including
decorative heads for keystones and opulent cartouches for window
lintels. Ornamental ironwork is used as stair rails, as fences
to enclose private gardens, and as imitative balconies on the parlor
floor. With the exception of altered dormers on a number of
structures, and the loss of some original doors and iromwork, Union
Park ratains most of its original appearance.

2. “Morcester Square is built up entirely of double basement,
bow fronted, mansard roofed rowhouses in the Italianate style.

The end houses are brought forward to enclose the square. The

axes of the park within the square terminate at Shawmut on the

north and Harrison Avenue on the south. In the nineteenth century,
the latter terminus was the original Boston City Hospital building;
the present terminus is a twentieth century administration bui .
At the Washington St. entrance is the imposing Italianate brownstoné:
residence known as the Allen House (see below). Alterations to the
houses of the square include the removal of three front stoops, the
alteration of doorways, and the rebuilding of dormers.

3. As originally developed ALhester Square, between Tremont S5t.
and Shawmut Avenue, was the most grand of the urban residential
squares. Framed by roadways, the very large central park was land-
scaped lavishly. The seventy townhouses most successfully emphasize
the oblong form of the park by a combination of flat fronted
central buildings and stepped forward, bow fronted buildings at the
curved ends. Although mostly Italianate in style, the houses reveal
Gothic and Moorish influences in the ornamentation.

Alterations to the houses of the Sguare include the removal of
two front stoops, the alteration of doorways, the loss of ironwork,
and the addition of two shopfronts. The most drastic alteration
has been to the parkland; in the early 1950's a traffic artery was
m;;e through the park, leaving two narrow rhomboid parks on either
side.

4.) Blackstone and Franklin Squares are the only residential
parks ch are actually square in shape. Unlike the other squares,
these two city blocks divided by Washington St. are surrounded by
a variety of building forms. The parks are laid out in a formal
manner with paths extending diagonally across the parks centering
on a freestanding copper fountain. The green spaces of Blackstone
and Franklin Squares are used today as a parkland. A play ground
area has been added to one portion of Blackstone Square.
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5.\ Concord and Rutland Squares are better defined as linear
rather than enclosed spaces. parks themselves are small and
do not require the buildings to step forward around a curve. These
houses are Italiamate in style, bow fronted, and high basemented

in most cases.
6. Cyclorama (see separate submission)

SECONDARY ELEMENTS \
=

7. At the Washington 5t. entrance to Worcester Square stands ° f_:f,..._
the Allen House, a brick symmetrical Italian palazzo or villa-type ™

lot, the house has a brick side wall clearly intended as a party

wall. The two street facades are surfaced in_brownstone>and are
highly ornamented with motifs unusual to architecture but similiar

to those used in furniture of the period. A trademark of the house

is the French mansard roof which is gable ended to crown a central

bay on each facade. In 1894, a brick rear wing with five large window
bays was added. Other alterations of late include the addition of

a temporary structure framed out from the basement and the removal

of a third story platform cupola.

8. Franklin Square House is one of the variety of buildings
facing Franklin Square. Built of brick in the Second Empire style,
the symmetrical building has a characteristically French mansard
roof, a rusticated basement, a prominent central pavillion, and

ﬂlnina .
8. The churches of the South End which are notable for their

architecture or location.or both, include:

a. The Cathegrgl of the Holy Cross at /Mashington 5t. and
Union Park 5t. was designed by Patrick C. ?Xé_f and dedicated in
1875. A Gothic Reyival structure in Roxbury puddingstone trimmed
with granite; the ‘church is over 360 feet in length, which is
comparable to many major Europegn cathedrals. The spires intended
for two square towers on the Wahsington S5t. front were never completed.
The structure remains in good condition.

b. Another P. C. Keeley desian, the Church of the Immaculate
Cnna;tiun. was dedicated at its site at Harrison Ave. and kast
Conco t. in 1861. White New Hampshire granite accentuates the
Classic Revival styling. —

¢. The Tremont Street Methodist Church, 740 Tremont 5T.,
was designed in Gothic Revival style in Roxbury puddingstone
by Hammat Billings. The dedication was 1862

d. Constructed in 1872, the High 111|'{,1'=-:t-|:nriazm Gothic structure
of Roxbury puddingstone at 485 Columbus is“the Union Méthodist Church.

e. Of brick with brownstone trim, the RomaneSque Rivival
styled Shawnut Congregational Church, 640 Tremont 5t., was dedicated
in 1872.

f. Italianate in style and constructed of red brick in
1868, the Peoples Baptist Church is distinguished by having a

structure. Although built as a freestanding mansion on a corner C—

Paul Revere Bell in its tower.
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Planned in 1848 and developed in part on filled land through
the early 1870's, the Soguth End of Boston is the largest remaining
Victorian urban residedtial neighborhood in the United States.
Seeking to provide a fashionable district of “substantial dwellings",
the city auctioned the land of the South End with restrictions on
height, material, setback, building form and construction period.™
These lands were mostly purchased by real estate entrepreneurs who
eventually sold completed dwellings catering to the tastes expected

' of businessmen and industrialists. As a result of
this speculative construction controlled by the city's specifications,
the South End is characterized by an unusually high degree of
architectural hnmngeneitr and coherance. The houses of the South
End represent the "genteel” architectural taste of the Victorian
gera - occasionally flamboyant in ornamentation but respectably
conservative in plan and elevation.

This architecture did attract,as was hoped, the successful
businessmen and manufacturers; however, when those Boston families
of great wealth settled into the High Victorian houses of the
Back Bay some twenty years after the South End plan, those buyers
who could afford a second move followed. To their places in the
South End came the working class and immigrant population. The
later development of more modest houses and apartment buildings
reflected this change. It is significant, however, that
despite the rapid turn-over in population, the architectual environ-
ment of the South End remained of high quality and greatly cohesive,
as can be seen in the surrounding streets lined with four story
brick rowhouses of uniform set=back.

MAJOR ELEMENTS

\h'ua foci of the South End are the urban sguares of brick or
brownstona row houses surrounding oblong parks. The squares reflect the
appreciation of the English park system in the urban planning of
Boston, extending back to Charles Bulfinch's design for the Tontine
Crescent.~The South End represents the last vestiges of the concept
in Boston.

[continued]
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o b 8. Significance

1. The first square to be completed (1857-59), Union Park's grand T
scale made it one of Boston's most prestigious addresses Al
for a time. The eventual building of the Cathedral of the Holy (2" o
Cross on_the axes of the park give to the square a notable vista. [~ ;ﬁqﬁpr-'
- The most cohesive and uniform of the South End squares, |[— ]
Worcester Square is also significant for its relationship to the 5l Jk¢} L
en House (see below) at the entrance on Washington St. and to l.- e, ‘,1
the Boston City Hospital at the terminus on Harrison Ave. ~S‘l.:- *'?-f
3. Chester Square, built between 1850 to mid-1860's epitomize ‘?.f
the height of architectural taste in mid-nineteenth century Boston. 'GT -1}}
The townhouses of this, the largest of South End squares, are of a 2
similar type to other South End residential structures, but are
|more grand and opulent in size and ornamentation. As a group, they
show the most variety in style influences.
4. Although completed after Union Park, Blackstone and Franklin
Squares were actually the first to be conceived, In 1801, Charles
nch, as chairman of the Selectman, presented a plan for a
"Columbia Square"-four streets of houses facing an oblong lawn split
by Washington 5t. Franklin and Blackstone Squares deviates only
slightly from this plan.
5. 5Styled after the larger squares. Concord and Rutland §g%ares.
were developed during the 1860's, Less pretentious and smaller in
size, they reveal the changing hopes for the South End.
SECONDARY ELEMENTS

:Tur a (see separate submission)

(] must South End houses which were built on speculation,
the Al]en House was built in 1859 for the resident owner. The fact
that Aaron Allen was a prominent furniture dealer illuminates the
origins of certain exterior ornamental motifs. The conversion of the
house from a single family dwelling to a clubhouse, upon Allen's
move to the Back, Bay symbolizes the social changes of the district.
Unusual in the homogeneous architectural fabric of the South End,
the mansion commands an important position at the entrance to Worcester
Square.

8. Completed in 1868 by M.M. Ballou, the St. James Hotel, as
the Franklin Square House was originally named, was prestigious
enough to attract patronage of President U.5. Grant. It later
became the home of the famed New England Conservatory of Music.

isually prominent among the smaller residential buildings, it defines
one edge of Franklin Square.

9. The South End has been traditionally known for the large
number of religious institutions serving the district. Because of
the many Irish immigrants, the Roman Catholic Cathedral of Boston
settled in the district supporting the congregation of the Church

f the Immaculate Conception, whose Jesuit order founded Boston College.
considerable number of the Protestant churches founded elsewhere
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congreqgations. Included among these congregations was that of the
African Baptist Church of Smith Ct.which played an important role in
the Abolitionist movement. This congregation was located in the
People's Baptist Church, formerly St. Paul's Baptist Church. Through
the years, the religious structures have housed congregations of

all faiths. Architecturally, these churches provide focal points
along the major avenues and contribute a variation of form, style,
and color to the residential blocks.
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Boston's South End forms a cohesive and clearly distinguishable historic
district characterized by mid-nineteenth century row houses, later
apartment houses often with original ground floor commercial space,
numerous churches, and scattered industrial and institutional buildings.
Generally, the earlier row houses are found on the district's side
streets and parks; on the major radiating thoroughfares rowhouses are
interspersed with churches and apartment houses; industrial and
institutional buildings usually occupy fringe locations.

The district developed primarily between 1850-1873 as a fashionable
residential neighborhood of single-family row houses. Following the
Financial Panic of 1873, development shifted from single-family to
multi-family construction and conversion, reflecting social changes in
the neighborhood. Additionally, land uses in the area diversified to
include limited commercial, industrial and institutional ventures. This
supplement to the original National Register nomination form (listed
5/8/73) expands upon architectural developments between 1873-1930, thus
substantiating the significance of this period in the district's
development .

Planned as an area of three and four-storey brick row houses, the South
End was mostly developed between ca. 1850 when the City of Boston began
filling marshland to create building lots and the Financial Panic of
1873. Mew construction during this first period of development consisted
primarily of attached single-family row houses and achieved remarkable
uniformity of design and scale due to the combined effects of deed
restrictions that governed building sizes, plans and materials and the
presence of real estate speculators who built whole rows of houses. This
architectural uniformity is most marked in the South End's small parks,
such as Worcester and Rutland Squares. Greater variety of design and
materials existed from the beginning on the area's major streets such as
Washington Street, where some lots pre-dated the City's landfilling
efforts, Massachusetts Avenue (Chester Park) where slightly larger lots
and wider streets encouraged the construction of more lavish houses by
individuals and Shawmut Avenue where many simple Greek Revival Style
houses preceded the later fashion for bow fronts.

While the majority of the South End's buildings date from this initial
period, portions of the district remained partially undeveloped into the
1870s. The most notable of these is Columbus Avenue, which was laid out
in 1B70 and was guickly built up with row houses, many of which passed by
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foreclosure during the Panic of 1B73 from their nfigiﬁdT-ﬂﬁnéE?uccupants
to real estate speculators who began to convert them to lodging houses as
it became apparent that well-to-do Bostonians had come to prefer the more
socially desirable Back Bay to the South End. Once begun, this trend
toward lodging houses and other forms of multiple-family housing
accelerated until by the mid-1880s the whole South End had become
predominantly an area of lodging houses (Whitehill, 1968: p. 137).

Conversion of existing buildings to lodging houses had little
architectural effect on former houses, as the most freguent method of
conversion was the sealing of original doorways to create separate
gleeping rooms; however, toward the end of the nineteenth century, as
apartment living gained acceptance in Boston, numerous new apartment
hotels were constructed to house the area's diverse population. Although
all of these new buildings were of masonry construction, usually four or
five stories high, the scale of their apartments and the level of
architectural detail varied by the wealth of the prospective tenants and
by the location within the district. In general, large ornate apartment
houses were built for well-to-do tenants along some of the area's major
thoroughfares; while smaller apartment buildings, often no more than one
row house wide; were constructed for working-class occupants on side
streets and in areas that had not been uniformly developed in the 1850s,
such as Shawmut Avenue and sections of Washington Street. Freguently,
both ambitlious and modest apartment houses possessed first storey
storefronts as part of their original designs.

The most lavish of the area's apartment houses were directly descended
from the earliest "French Flats" that began to be built in Boston in 1863
following the opening of the Hotel Palham at the corner of Boylston and
Tremont Streets, outside of the district. Planned to contain residential
suites for wealthy tenants, many of these early apartment hotels alse
contained servants' quarters and kitchens at their top stories, separated
from the apartments which they served. While self-contained apartments
quickly superceded suites without kitchens, many ambitious apartment
hotels continued to have separate servants' rooms and apartments in which
the majority of floorspace was given over to formal living rooms, dining
rooms and foyers.

Characteristic of early apartment hotels in the South End was the Hotel
S5t. Cloud. Constructed in the 1870s in the Second Empire style and faced
with marble, the St. Cloud was built at a more imposing scale than
surrounding row houses and was intended to provide large residential
suites for middle and upper-middle class tenants. By the mid and late
1880s apartment hotels with large "French Flats" had become increasingly
common on the district's major avenues. Especially good examples of the
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type are the granite-faced apartment block at 1511-1529 Washington Street
(Photograph A), which was built in 1889 by William Hart from plans by
Willard T. Sears, a student of Gridley J. FP. Bryant, and the "Chatham", a
Victorian Gothic Style six-storey apartment house at 68 West Concord
Street (corner of Washington Street) which was designed by Henry J.
Preston and built for Elizabeth Eldredge in 1884 (Photograph B).

Similar, but smaller, apartment hotels existed on several other major
avenues in the area, most notably Columbus Avenue where, by 1885, at
least seven were in operation. A notable example of this type is the
"Wellington Chambers®, a four-storey building that was created in the
late 18908 by joining two former row houses, removing their original
roofs, constructing a full fourth storey and lowering the original first
storey to create storefronts at the street level (Photograph C). Unlike
the conversion of former houses to lodging houses, the remodelling of two
row houses to create the "Wellington Chambers" represented a substantial
building project in which original stone details of the facade were
matched at the new fourth storey, a carved limestone entry was installed
and large apartments with double parlers and formal dining rooms were
built at each storey. A similar, but smaller renovation was carried on a
former house at the north end of-Chester Sguare, now known as the Praeger
Building at 505 Massachusetts Avenue (Photeograph D). In this conversion
pressed metal bays were added to the north elevation, the original
mansard roof was replaced by a flat roof with an ornate pressed metal
cornice, and a partial fifth storey was added to contain servants' rooms.

By the end of the century and during the beginning of the early twentieth
century numerous apartment houses were built on sites that had been
cleared of their original row houses. The largest and most notable of
these was the "Bretagne®™ at 492-498 Massachusetts Avenue (Photograph E).
Designed by A. H. Vinal in 1897, this building is a seven-storey
structure, faced with yellow brick and trimmed with limestone; its
exterior is especially noteworthy for its ornate pressed-metal bay
windows and deep pressed metal cornice. As with nearly all buildings of
its type in the South End, the "Bretagne™ contains storefronts at its
ground storey. The most ambitious apartment house of its period in the
South End, the “"Bretagne" was designed to contain five and six-room
suites with double parlors and dining rooms separated from each other by
paneled sliding doors. Other features included separated servants' rooms
on the seventh floor, a passenger elevator in the main hall and a rear
staircase with a dumbwaiter.

Smaller in scale than the "Bretagne™ but similar in style and apartment
layouts are a row of four four-family houses built at 1686-169%2
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Washington Street in 1897 by John H. Mullen, a speculative builder, from
architectural plans drawn by J. L. Pope (Photograph F). Faced with
buff-colored brick and trimmed with carved limestone, these buildings
remain as excellent examples of domestic Renaissance Revival style
architecture. As with other apartment hotel/apartment houses of the
pericd; these buildings wére designed to contain large suites with double
parlors, dining rooms and servants' guarters.

Different in scale from the South End's ambitious middle-class apartment
hotels, but sharing many of the same architectural elements are the
smaller-scale tenement houses built on some of the district's side
streets and particularly in the vicinity of Shawmut Avenue where numerous
immigrant groups settled during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Among these groups were Germans (Lutheran), Irish (Catholic),
Central European Jews, Armenians (Armenian Apostolic) and Greeks
(Orthodox) all of whom formed religious congregations that either adapted
existing churches to their uses or bullt entirely new churches. 5till
important as a area of immigrant settlement, the South End continues to
have a large immigrant population made up of Chinese, Puertoc Rican,
Lebanese and other groups.

Characteristic of the simpler working-class housing associated with
immigrant groups in the area are the two Weinberg Blocks at 472 & 476
Shawmut Avenue (Photograph G), both of which were built between 1915 and
1917 on the site of previous row houses. Built to heights of four
stories, these buildings are constructed of red brick trimmed with
limestone and pressed metal cornices. While slightly larger than the
houses which they replaced, these buildings nonetheless, possess the same
scale, setting and materials as neighboring row houses and contribute to
the continupous facades that define the architectural character of the
South End. Similar tenement houses of the period are located mostly
along Shawmut Avenue and include buildings as large a 20 units, such as
46 West Newton Street (corner of Shawmut Avenue) which was built for
Borris Wise by F. A. Norcross in 1912 on the site of a former Italianate
row house (Photograph H) .

BIBLIOGRAPHY :
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& 1BBS.
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Architectural Historian
Architectural Conservation Trust
45 School Street

Boston, Mass.
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South End National Register Historic District
1511-1529 Washington Street -
Boston, Massachusetts

Photographer: B.R. Pfeiffer September, 1983
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School St./Boston, MA

Photograph A (1 of 8)

Partial view of west elevation and full view of facade
(south elevation) taken from a position facing northeast.
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South End National Register Historic District
The Chatham

68 West Concord Street

Boston, Massachusetts

Photographer: B.R. Pfeiffer September, 1983
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School St./Boston, MA

Photograph B (2 of 8)

Facade (east elevation) taken from a position facing west.






South End National Register Historic District
Wellington Chambers

557=559 Columbus Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts

-~
—
-
=
-
-

Photographer: B.R. Pfeiffer September, 1983
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School St./Boston, MA
Photograph C (3 of 8)

Facade (south elevation) at left of photo taken from a position
facing northeast.
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South End National Register Historic District (>
Praeger Building e
505 Massachusetts Avenue e~
Boston, Massachusetts -

Photographer: B.R. Pfeiffer September, 1983
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School St./Boston, MA

Photograph D (4 of 8)

East and north elevations taken from a position facing
southwest.






South End National Register Historic District —

The Bretagne -

492-498 Massachusetts Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts

Photographer: B.R., Pfeiffer September, 1983
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School St./Boston, MA
Photograph E (5 of 8)

West elevation (facade) and south elevation taken from a
position facing northeast.






South End National Register Historic District 27
1686-1692 Washington Street D

Boston, Massachusetts

Photographer: B.R. Pfeiffer September, 1938
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School St./Boston, MA
Photograph F (6 of 8)

Facades (north elevation) shown at photograph's center,
taken from a position facing southeast.
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South End National Register Historic District
Weinberg Blocks

472 & 476 Shawmut Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts

Photographer: B.R. Pfeiffer September, 1983
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School ST./Boston, MA

Photograph ¢ (7 of 8)

South side of Shawmut Avenue between West Concord Street
and Worcester Street, showing the facades (north elevations)
of the Weinberg Blocks at photograph's center, taken from a
postion facing southwest.
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South End National Register Historic District =
46 West Newton Street T
Boston, Massachusetts <.

Photographer: B.R. Pfeiffer September, 1983
Negative at: ACT for Massachusetts/45 School ST./Boston, MA
Photograph H (8 of 8)

Facade (east elevation) and north elevation taken from
a position facing southwest.
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Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation
1522 K Sm:l:t MW
Washington, D.C. 20005

JIN 2 W77

Mr., Ed Machado

Environmental Review Officer

Department of Housing and Urban Development
15 Mew Chardon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02114

# T

Dear Mr. Machado: ;'.-‘1;-* 14
This concerns & Memorandum of Agreement for the Viviendas La Victerila
Fhase I housing project (FHA Project 023-44101), Boston, Massachusetts,
that was ratified by the Chairman of the Council on April 29, 1975,
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966 and the Couneil's Procedures (36 CFR Part B800). HUD determined
that the construction of ope hundred and eighty-seven new housing
units would have an effect on the South Epd Historic Districr, a
property included in the National Reglster of Historic Places, and
signed an agreement (copy attached) that set design standards for the
new construction.

It has recently come te our attention that HUD proposes to approve the
Viviendas La Victoria Phase II housing project in an area adjacent to the
Phase I project area covered im the 1975 Agreement. HUD should review
the project to determine if the Phase II project is a separate under-
taking from FHA Project 023-44101 and requires the Council's comments
pursuant to Section 106. Steps to determine this responsibility are

set forth in Section B800.4 of the Council's Procedures.

L]
Please report the results of your investigation to this office at the
earliest opportunity. If you have gquestions concerning this matter,
call Ms. Sharon Comway at (202)254-3967.
Thank you for your cooperatiom.

Sincerely,

Myra F. Harrison
Asgistant Director
Office of Review and Compliance

Enclosure

The Conncil iy én independent wnif of the Executive Branch of the Fedevsl Government charged by the Act of
Oictoder 15, 1966 fo advise ibe Pregident and Congrenn in the field of Hitoric Preservation,



Advisory Council

On Historic Preservation
1522 K Sereer N W, Suite 430
Washington D.C. 20003

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development proposes
to assist FEA Project 023-44101, Viviendas La Victoria, Boston,
Massachusetts; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development has
determined that this undertasking as proposed would have an effect upon
the Bouth End Historic District, & property included in the National
Register of Historic Places, and pursuant to Section 106 of the
National ‘Historic Preservation Act of 1966, has requested the comments
of the Adviscry Ccuncil on Historic Preservation; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the procedures of the Advisory Council on
Historie Preservation, representatives of the Advisory Couneil on
Historic Pressrvation; the Department of Housing end Urban Development,
and the Massachusetts Historie Preservation Officer have consulted
and reviewed the undertaking and its effects; pow

THEREFORE : ’

It is mutually egreed that implementation of the undertaking in
accordance with the attached letter and proposal of December 27, 197k,
from William H. Hernandez, Jr., Boston Area Office Director, Department

of Housing and Urban Development will awvoid adverse effect on the
above-mentioned property. E‘f

ﬁﬁ” 4 sl o> Uit Wt @t 33175

Mﬂuunr Council on Historic Officer
Freservation

The Cowncil iy an independent unif of the Excentive Branch of the Fedeval Government charged by the Act of
October 15, 1966 fo adodse the President and Congress im the feld of Historic Preservation,
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. 1,18E
Mr. Robert H. Garvey
Executive Secretary

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
1522 ¥ Street, N.W., 3Sulte 430

Hl-ul:-lh[tﬂh. D.Cs Eﬂﬂﬂf!

Dear Mr. Garveys

Subject: Memorandum of Agreement
Viviendas La Victoria
FHA Project 023-44101
Boston, Massachusetts

In a letter dated September 14, 1973, this office proposed to you a

finding of no adverse effect for the housing project known as

Viviendas La Victoria abutting the South End National Historie District.

Wea find no record that a memorandum of agreement was prepared for



PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
VIVIENDAS LA VICTORIA
FHA PROJECT 023-44101
SOUTH END NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
BOSTON, MASS,

The project contalns 187 units of housing in one six story and ten
two and one-half story buildings.

It is agreed that the btulldings should be compatible to the
nelghborhood composed mdéstly of three to five story nineteenth
eentury brick row houses, In order to do this, the facade of
the buildings will be red common brick similar to that of the
typical nineteenth century row houses in the area., The roof
shingles will be dark in color and compatible with the
surroundings,
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Advisory Council on > Wba e o ™
Historic Preservation

1522 K Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20005

August 21, IFTHI

Mr. Kane Simonean

Aeting Director

Boston Redevelopment Authority
City Hall

Boston, Masszachusetts 02201

Dear Mr. Simonean:

On October 20, 1977, the Council concurred with the Boston Redevelopment
Authority's determination that an emergency repair program within the South
Eﬂi.ﬂé&ﬁﬂliﬂ-niﬂiEiEE- Boston, Massachusetts, would not adversely effect
that National Register property. Our concurrence was based on your letter
of Avgust 5, 1977 (attached), that itemized the work to be included in the
program. The scope of work did not include external masonry cleaning. We
have recently been informed by Ms. Patricia Weslowski, Massachusetts State
Historie Preservation Officer (SHPO), that an abrasive cleaning method was
used on the north elevation of the Frankie 0'Day Block, a property in the
South End Historic District emergency repair target area. This work was
not eriginally included in the review documentation submitted to the
Council and the SHPO and it is not an approved method of masonry cleaning.

We request that you investigate this matter to determine how exterior
masonry cleaning was incorporated into the contract without benefit of
Council and SHPO review. As you know, Title 24, Part 58.24 of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1977, requires compliance with the
Council's "Procedures for the Protection of Historie and Cultural
Properties" (36 CFR Part B00). Please repert the results of your investi-
gation ae soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

K M

Myra F. Harrisom
Assistant Director
Office of Review and Compliance

Enclosure

The Council is an independent unit of the Execntive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of
Oclober 15, 1966 to advise the President and Comgress in the field of Hirdoric Preservation.
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0CT 20 1980

Mr. Jordan E. Tannenbaum

Chief, Eastern Division of
Project Review

Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW

Washington D. C. 20005

RE: Copley Place Development, Boston, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Tannenbaum:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966 and the procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (36 CFR Part 800), the City of Boston, acting for the
U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) pursuant
to Section 104(h) of the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974, as amended, has consulted with the Massachusetts Stute
Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation regarding the proposed Copley Place Development
in the Back Bay section of the City of Boston, for Hhicﬁmthe City
has applied to HUD for Urban Development Action Grant funds to
assist in the implementation of this project.

The proposed project is adjacent to several properties listed ip,
or eligible £bY listing in, the National Register of Historic
Places, including the Back Bay Historic District, the South End
Historic District, the St. Botolph Street Historic District, the
Boston Public Library, and Trinity Church.

As agreed upon during the consultation process, we submit herein

a proposal for stipulations to be incorporated into a memorandum

of agreement pursuant to Section 36 CFR 800.6(c). These stipulations
have the concurrence of the State Historic Preservation Officer,

as indicated by the signature below:

1 ity HOR S0uTme
Soston, Mossochusas (2200
(A7) 7224300



Mr. Tannenbaum
Page Two

1. The Copley Place project will be executed according to the
plans and specifications prepared by the Architects Collaborative,
Inc., dated July 11, 1980,

2. Prior to commencing construction of the above grade portions

of the retail center, hotels, housing, and office buildings
components of the project, the City of Boston will submit final
plans and specifications, together with samples of facade materials
to be used, to the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer
for review and approval. If, after review, the State Historic
Preservation Officer does not approve the selection of materials
and the final plans and specifications; the parties, including the
City of Boston, the State Historic Preservation Officer and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation will consult further to
resolve the matter.

"3. Non-brick facade material used for the housing component of the
project, including material used for window bays and for horizontal
bands at the floor lines and balconies, shall be of the same or com-
patible masonry materials as that selected for the overall masonry
material of the other components of the project. "Dryvit" will
not be used in the project.

Should you have any questions with regard to this undertaking, please
contact Mr. Richard Mertens, Environmental Review Officer, at
(617)722-4300, extension 288, or Mr. Joseph Orfant of the Massachu-
setts Historical Commission, at (617)727-8470.

Sincerely,

b

Robert
Director

Concurrence:

A Loty

Patricia L. Weslowski
State Historic Preservation Officer
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and  the Trinicy Church, Boston ic L
Back Bay Historic District, and St. Hutnlph

Street Hiutﬂric Districk.

We have reviewad the proposal and have determined that it represents the
agreement reached by the consulting parties. Therefore, pursuant to
Section 800.6(c) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), a
Memorandum of Agreement has been prepared an forwarded to the Chariman
of the Council for ratification. The Memorandum of Agreement will
become final after 30 days or earlier if ratified by the Chairman, and
the undertaking may then proceed. A copy of the ratified Agreement will
be provided for your records. The ratified Memorandum of Agreement will
constitute the Council's comments in accordance with Sectiom B00.6{c)(3)
and completes your responsibilities under Section 106 of the Mational
Historie Prtfervntinn Act and the Council's regualtions. ¥

Thank you for your cooperatiom.

Sincerely,

lan, & Jprrambisson-

Jordan E. Tannenbaum
f, Eastern Division
of Project Review

Enclosure
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F322 K Streal, MW
Washington, DC 20005

MEHORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Housing and Community
Development Acts of 1974 and 1977, the City of Beston (City), Massachusetts,
proposes to fund, in part, the proposed Copley Place project using funds
from the Department of Housing and Urban Development; and,

WHEREAS, the City, in consultation with the Massachusetts State Historie
Preservation Officer (SHPO), has determined that this undertaking as proposed
would have an adverse effect vpon Trinity Church, the Bostem Public Library,
the Scuth End Historie District, and the Back Bay Historic District, properties
included in the Nationmal Register of Historic Places, and the 5t. Botelph

Street Historic District, a property eligible for the National Register;
and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 106 of the Kational Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 U.5.C. Sec. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) and Sectiom
800.4(d) of the Advisory Council on Historiec Preservation's (Council)
regulations, "Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part
E00), the City has regquested the comments of the Council: and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section BUD.6 of the Council's regulationms,
representatives of the Council, the City, and the Hassachusetts SHPO have
consulted and reviewed the undertaking to consider feasible and prudent
alternatives to avoid or satisfactorily mitigate the adverse effect;

NOW, THERFORE, it is mutually agreed that the undertaking will be
implemented in accordance with the attached proposal from Robert J. Ryam,

Director, Bgsten Rud:ﬁilnpment Authority, to aveid adverse effects on the
above-mentioned properties.

feling Exetdtive Director
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

(date)

Lhairman
Advisory Council on Historic Freservation



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
mnnn Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
H lSTGH I CAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION &17-727-8470 Secretary of State

October 19, 1983

Carol Shull, Chief

Hational Register of Historic Places
Hational Park Service

18th & C Streets, NW

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed is a supplementary statement of significance, accompanied by map
and photographs, to revise the National Register nomination for the South
End Historic District in Boston, Massachusetts. The South End Historic
District was listed in the NHational Register on May 5, 1973, with a very
narrow statement of significance which referenced only its initial develop-
ment period of 1830-73. The enclosed material documents the development
and significance of the South End through 1930; it does not suggest any
boundary changes.

This submission is prompted by two factors: one is our ongoing commitment
to update the information contained in old Wational Register nominations
when possible; the other is the desire of several developers to undertake
certified rehabilitations on buildings which post-date 1973. To simplify
attainment of the second goal, a copy of this material is being sent
directly to Mid-Atlantic Regional Office.

I hope that the enclosed material will prove sufficient for the review and
approval of yvour staff and will be happy to answer any questions they may have.

Sincerely,

Camelaee

Candace J
Preservatio nner Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CI/hi

Encl osure
ec: Myra Harrison, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, ATTN: Folly Matherly;
Brian Pfeiffer, Architectural Conservation Trust for Massachusetts




Part 2 Appeal

Prepared by: Michael Auer
Preservation Assistance Division
December 9, 1987

Property: Philcade Building
509 South Boston Avenue
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Dwners W. J. Ewerling
for Amoco Production Co.
521 South Boston Avenue
Tulza, Oklahoma 74102

Participants for Owners: Mr. Bert Danielson
b=, Connle MeFarland
Mir. Matt Gallo
Wr. Walker Johnson

ME Chr-n-n-n-lnﬂ: Built 1929-1931
Listed in NE on 2/18/8%

Application Chronology: /85 Project started

5/16/87  Project completed

12/1/86  Application received by SHPO
2/23/87 Application received by RMRO
4/21/37  Project denied by RMRO

6/25/87  Appeal request received by WASO

LUse Reforef/After Rehabilitation: Office/ Office

Denial 1ssues: Addition of a connecting link between east and west wings
Removal of corridors and elevator lobhbies (floors 3-1 3)
New windows (anodized aluminum) in place of steel sash

Recommendations/ Approvals/Endorsements:

SHPO: Project meets Standards only if conditions are met:

Documentation regarding proposed replacement windows
should be provided

Use of historic materials or designs that too closely
replicate the existing historic materials is inappropriate.
Compatible designs and new materials should be used.
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*27. Areas of Significance *28. Periods of Significanoe
T Y T R L ) . PRI T AP b TARS SOREY (MRGTRTY | aRetiehl T S
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in each field of the building sections.



12-19-84 +0l: PReference Nusnber page 4 of 4

— e o e o o

t12., Other Doocusentation

i». _mSMNG.

*33, Acreage i

*34. UM Coordinates
A R S R i S LY NP | - 1 S )y ORI ) SR MY [N
= S | (N LN SR L SESRTY (L L . ot 0 R o SRR R SN .
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